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OBSERVANDA.

IN proper names the letters should be pronounced as follows:—
@ as in father; ¢ as in there; 7 as in ravine; oas in go; % as in
lunar; and the diphthongs ai and ¢ as 7 in hzde.” The consonants
are pronounced as in English, save that 2% is guttural, as ¢% in the
Scotch lock.

Unless otherwise stated :—

1. The dates: are given according to English reckoning, being in
advance of the Russian by twelve days.

2. English weights and measures are to be understood.

3. Degrees of temperature are expressed according to the scale of
Fahrenheit.

The ordinary paper rouble is reckoned at two shillings, its value
at the time of the Author’s visit; but before the Russo-Turkish war
in 1877, it was worth between half-a-crown and three shillings.

The Russian paper rouble (or 1oo kopecks) equals 2 shillings English.

- silver 2] ”» 3 ” ”

’ vershok 5, 1'75inches ,,

» arshin ,, 28 inches ”

» sajen ’ 7 feet ”

» verst (500 sajens) ” 663 mile ,,

” desiatin (2,400 sq. sajens) ” 286 acres ,,

” sq. verst ' ‘43949 sq. mile.

” zolotnik (96 dols) equals 241 drams avoirdupois.

” pound 14°43 ounces.

. pood " 36 lbs.

» garnet 2 *34 peck.

s vedro » 2'7 Imperial gallons, or
325 gallons of wine.

s chetvert ’ ‘72 quarter.

For Asiatic Moneys, Weights, and Measures, se¢ Vol. i., p. 632.
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RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA,

INCLUDING

KULDJA, BOKHARA, KHIVA, AND MERV.

CHAPTER XLV.
FROM SAMARKAND TO KITAB.

A new country, little visited by Englishmen.—Changed mode of travel.
—Tarantass despatched to Karshi.—My retinue.—Leaving Samar-
kand for Kara-Tiube.—Tent lodging in court of a mosque.—Slum-
bers disturbed.—Journey towards Kitab.—Ploughing and threshing.
—Forest plantations.—The Takhta-Karacha Pass.—View of Shahr-
i-sabz.—Descent to Kainar-bulak.—Welcome from Bokhariot
ambassadors.—Kainar refreshments.—Ride to Kitab.

’I‘HUS much in regard to Russian Central Asia,

which is the main title of this book. Now
we enter on a different district—Bokhara, Khiva, and
Turkmenia—and with change of scene comes, in a
measure, change of treatment. When preparing to
leave Samarkand I was conscious of making a dis-
tinctly new departure. One Russian officer had
expressed surprise that I did not travel with a
servant. [ decidedly preferred not to do so on
Russian soil, but now I was to start as a proprietor”
of horses, with two interpreters and two mounted

VOL. IL L
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attendants—a cavalcade of five, that afterwards
increased sometimes to a dozen. Further, my taran-
tass, with all my personal conveniences, was no
longer to be the chariot in which we could roll along
in comparative ease, but, at the outset at all events,
my baggage had to be reduced to a minimum, and
myself to take to the saddle. The tarantass was to
be sent by a carriage-road through Djam to Karshi, a
distance of 94 miles, and it was not easy at first to
decide what things were so necessary or so valuable
that they must be taken with me ; but when all was in
readiness there were 16 packages to be placed in
the carriage, besides such as could be locked up. The
common cart of the country is called an a#ée, and
the man who drives it an a@r»da-kesk. One of these
men had undertaken to get my tarantass to Karshi for
£4, and there await my coming, asking, however, for
three-fourths of the pay in advance.

For some reason I did not clearly understand, the
arbakesh insisted on taking the wheels off the tarantass
and mounting it on an arba. I confess to having some
qualms about committing “my little all” to the care of
the man, especially in a new country where I should
be unable to invoke the aid of a friendly Zchinovnik
if things went wrong. A happy thought occurred,
however, when all was in readiness, respecting the
importance attached by Easterns, and for that matter
by Russians too, to a seal. Taking light and wax
I solemnly sealed up the curtain and hood, in the
presence of the arba-kesh and his helper, and then
called them in to put each “his mark” to a receipt for
the tarantass and its contents. I afterwards heard
that the natives were frightened by this formal pro-
ceeding, especially as it took place in the house of the
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Governor, and they drew from the transaction pre-
cisely the inference I intended, that they had some
thing important committed to their charge, and must
mind what they were about with it. My tarantass
then rolled out of the yard like a miniature locomotive
on one of Pickford’s trucks, after which, on October 2nd,
I placed my foot in the stirrup, as Tamerlane used to say,
when leaving Samarkand, and went forth to conquer.
The two djiguitts, named Kolutch and Fazul, were
both Uzbegs, and dressed in long robes and white
turbans. They were to accompany us, if I pleased,
as far as the Oxus, but they were provided with little
luggage, for it was all stowed away in saddle-bags.
Fazul could speak no Russian, and, so far as informa-
tion was concerned, was of little service ; so I sent him
forward to accompany the man who had charge of the
sumpter horse, which had been hired from the bazaar
at 2s. a day to go with us as far as Karshi. Kolutch,
the other djiguitt, was a man of more character, and,
for an Oriental, had a considerable amount of “go " in
him; too much, I fancy, for the natives, over whom he
appeared occasionally to lord it, but he was faithful to
me and mine. QOur Tatar interpreter was one Sulei-
man Yakooboff, whom we surnamed “ Yakoob.”
Leaving the Governor’s palace, and its kind hospi-
tality, we passed the tomb of Tamerlane, and saw the
Russians at work on the exterior of the dome, and
then left Samarkand by what used to be the Khoja
Akhrar gate, so called after a celebrated saint of that
name, but now thrown down. Just beyond there sat a
woman by the wayside begging, who rose and lifted
her veil, to show the white leprous spots on her face;*

* Tike the four leprous men at the entering in ofthe gate of Samaria,
who said, ¢ Why sit we here until we die "’ (2 Kings vii. 3).
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—the last woman’s face I was to see for some time,
for over the border they were all veiled. Our route
lay through suburban gardens, with fruit-trees hanging
on either hand over the walls, till we reached the
Ankhor aryk, where the steppe commences, with
hillocks here and there, but bare and lifeless, except
where covered with thorny bush. Our first day’s
journey was to be only as far as Kara-Tiube, a distance
of 21 miles. This was so arranged in order to give
us an easy start before entering on the country beyond,
which was said to be unusually difficult. We were
warned of this at our last lunch at the Governor's
house, and heard that some officers had even discussed
whether we should accomplish the mountain pass at
all; but my national vanity was flattered to hear that
one of them said, «“ Oh, yes, they will succeed, for they
are Englishmen; and what the English begin they
carry through.” It would not have done to break
down after this ; but as I was not in bed till half-past
one the night before, and had risen at six in order to
pack, I'was not sorry that the first day’s joyrney was
to be only an afternoon ride.

About halfway to Kara-Tiube the road crosses a deep
ravine with steep banks, and we had been told that
the remains of “Tamerlane’s camp were still visible.
Neither Kolutch nor Yakoob had ever heard of them,
however; and though we did see certain mounds of
earth apparently artificial, I should think them more
likely to be connected with former irrigation works
than with Tamerlane. Fifteen miles from Samar-
kand we came to the Russian summer camp, where
he soldiers were “exercising, and singing as they
marched. One of the things that struck me was the
ranks of sham men they had put up to shoot at for a
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review on the day following. Yakoob informed us, in
proceeding, that the correct thing was for me to go last,
and the djiguitt a little distance on ahead ; but, however
correct, this had one disadvantage for me, namely, that
I caught all the dust kicked up by those preceding me,
and against this I soon revolted. Again, it is con-
sidered by the Asiatics more dignified for a great
personage to let his horse walk or amble than to
galop. Yakoob said my stallion had been doing no
work of late, and, therefore, begged I would not ride
too fast the first day ; but my steed was like to a fed
horse in the morning, neighing wherever he went, and
impatient of restraint; so I let him go. Mr. Sevier’s
horse took the cue from mine, and we thus frequently
left Yakoob and Kolutch for a while behind. We had
a fair wheel-road to within 5 miles of our destination,
but on reaching the foot of the mountains it became
little more than a path, though still practicable for
carriages. We mounted the first range of hills, and
had from the summit a fine view of the valley beyond,
and of the plains we had left behind. Notice of our
coming had been sent forward to the chief of the
volost, who, as we approached Kara-Tiube, came out
to’ meet us,- and conducted us to the courtyard of a
mosque, where a tent was put up for our use. We
had left Samarkand at 2.15, and completed our 21 miles
in 3% hours.

Kara-Tiube lies in a hollow among the lower hills of
the Samarkand range, and under native rule possessed
a frontier fortress. The Emir made it a centre of
operations during his war with the invading Russians.
The fortifications were destroyed by General Abramoff,
in 1868. I could not help thinking what a change had
come over the scene in a dozen years, for I suppose
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that, previous to the advent of the Russians, the Mussul-
mans from choice would hardly have tolerated the
presence of an “infidel ” in their midst ; whereas now
they were entertaining us in the courts of their mosque.*
The tent was nicely carpeted under foot with handsome
bands around, though the roof and sides were some-
what the worse for wear—one rent, in fact, being opened
to admit light. Yakoob said that he would close it
when we were going to sleep. Till then it would help
to air the tent, he said, utterly oblivious that there was
too much air for my liking already. Here we ate our
first meal prepared by the natives, beginning with
sweetmeats, and going on through soup, native bread,
grapes, and pr/aw, made of meat and rice.

As we intended to start early next morning, we soon
got ready after dinner for bed. I set my alarum, and
placed my revolver under the pillow. But, though
tired, it was not so easy for me to sleep. Just outside
the djiguitts were talking, and sending round their
gurgling 4alian, or water-pipe, the horses were rest-
less, sundry dogs barking and whining, as well as
stallions fighting. My first sleep was disturbed by a
rattling of plates, due, it soon appeared, to an intruding
tom-cat. I quickly drove him out, and, being thus on
my feet, looked outside the tent. There lay Yakoob
and the djiguitts asleep and covered, but in the open
air, as an ordinary thing, and, all around being quiet, I
turned in again, to be disturbed within an hour by
another cat getting on the table, knocking over a
candlestick, and stopping my alarum. Of course, I
blessed every member of the feline race, gave chase

* We were not again lodged in the courtyard of a religious building,
but it served to recall the Israelites in captivity, who ““ made themselves
booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and
in the courts of the house of God *’ (Neh. viii. 16).
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again, and re-set my alarum, of which I then heard no
more till it awoke me early next morning, not so stiff
as I expected to be, and ready to set things astir.

Our second day’s journey was to Kitab, a distance
of 22 miles over the Takhta-Karacha Pass, for which
we set out at half-past seven o’clock. The road
threads the defile of Katta-Sai, in which flows a
turbulent little mountain stream of the same name.
Following the windings of this, and occasionally cross-
ing it, we saw from the road a tiller of the soil, with a
yoke of oxen and a plough, that from its primitive
form might have served for Elisha the son of Shaphat.*
Somewhat further on we saw a good illustration of the
threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. The grain,
instead of being thrashed, is trodden out by oxen or
horses, on a space specially prepared, termed Akzrman.
In this case two oxen only were employed, and their
treading power was economized more ingeniously than
pleasantly, I should imagine, to one at least of the pair.
One ox was fastened to the off end of a pole, that worked
on a pivot in the centre of the floor, a boy holding on to
his tail as to a rudder, and thus providing for the circum-
ference of the floor, whilst the second ox, with his hinder
parts in the centre and his head tied to his fellow, by
means of a crab-like motion trod the central area.t

* The saban, or two-pronged plough of Central Asia, is a sharpened
block of wood, tipped, it may be, with an iron point, and fastened at a
sharp angle to a long pole. On the front of this pole is laid a beam,
or yoke, about 7 feet long. Cords are let into this at either end, and
the oxen are made fast. The ploughman holds on to a fork, let into
the pointed beam, ard the implement turns up about 7 inches of earth.
In the case I am describing it appeared to be easily guided by one
hand through a light soil. Harrowing is effected by means of a comb
made of a beam, in which are fastened long wooden teeth. It is drawn
by a pair of oxen. In order that the harrow may go deep into the soil,
two or three men stand on it, whilst the animals draw it over the field.

1 The oxen were not muzzled (Deut. xxv. 4), and the abundance of
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For some distance the rise towards the pass was
very gentle. Before the climbing began in earnest,
we called ahaltat a poor little uninhabited caravansary,
Aman-Kutane, where we ate bread and melons to
fortify us for the coming steeper road. Here was one
of the plantations mentioned by General Korolkoff,
which the Russians place on the mountains to keep
the soil from washing down.*

Nor was this the only vegetation. So long as we
kept near the stream there were considerable patches of
grass, and we passed a collection of mud huts and tents
inhabited by semi-nomads who tilled a little ground.
Across the stream we saw the women weaving, and a
narrow texture stretched on the ground. On losing
sight of the stream, we left vegetation behind, and
had to climb a narrow path, almost a rude staircase,
of stones and boulders, to a height above the sea of
about 5,200 feet.

food placed within their reach was reminiscent of the language of
Hosea x. 11., ‘“ Ephraim is as an heifer that is taught, and loveth to
tread out the corn.”” I did not see in Central Asia an implement that I
observed in the Trans-Caucasus, which made clearer to me a verse in
Isaiah, where the prophet says (xli. 15), ‘‘ Behold, I will make thee a
new sharp threshing instrument having teeth.”” Amongthe Armenians,
I saw in use in 1880 an instrument suggestive of the Latin Z7zdwulum
(whence our word tribulation), a heavy plank, or threshing sledge,
studded on one side with angular, tooth-like pieces of iron and flint,
about an inch high. The plank was widened at one end, for a man to
stand on, and narrowed and raised at the other for an animal to be
attached; and this instrument, dragged over the floor, not only beat
out the corn, as did the treading of oxen, but cut up the straw. The
whole detritus was then swept in a heap, and tossed into the air by
shovelsful, when the corn fell on the earth, and the rest ‘““became like
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors,”” which the wind carried away
(Dan. ii. 35).

* The surplus trees raised for this purpose are given to the natives,
who readily undertake their culture. The year I was in Samarkand
they had distributed 1,000,000, and in the following spring expected
thus to give from 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 of saplings. Of the various
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We were now on the crest of the mountains of
Kitab, a continuation of the Hissar range, that sepa-
rates the Zarafshan province from Bokhara. From
the broad platform of rock, about 30 paces wide, we
looked back on the dry and arid steppe we had crossed
from Samarkand, but before us the scene was of a
more pleasing character. There lay on either side of
the Kashka-daria the twin towns of Kitab and Shahr,
called together, from the number of its trees and
gardens, Shahr-i-sabz, or “the green city.” The
beauty of the landscape from this spot had been
extolled by Colonel Alexandroff, who lunched with
us the day before we started. To an Oriental this
view would be, no doubt, exceedingly pretty, and to
an European tolerably so ; but it was nothing compared
with that obtainable from scores of places in England,
to say nothing of mountain scenery in Switzerland
or the Caucasus.

We had now to descend by a far steeper track, over
bare rocks of granite and gneiss, the path leading by a
cornice, excessively sinuous and obstructed, with round
stones that rolled down the precipitous slopes. I
judged it best to give my horse full liberty to choose

trees and shrubs cultivated by the Russians, the General mentioned to
me a variety of Poplar (P. alba pyramidalss, also called P. boleana),
almost unknown in Europe, but common in Central Asia, where it
attains, in from 15 to 20 years, proportions fit for building, and is sold
from 10s. to 165s. the tree, Elm is used for making arbas, as also some-
times is almond wood, but not often that of the wild nut. They have
introduced also several kinds of conifers, among them 7kuya Orien-
talis, which does not grow so large as in Europe, though it attains to
70 feet. To these may be added the white and black Mulberry (7.
alba et nigra), especially the former for silk culture; and many
European kinds of fruit-trees, especially Apples and Pears, which
attain only moderate perfection, as cultivated by the Sarts, and
Raspberries, which I understood the natives do not cultivate at all.
More than 12,000 fruit-trees were grafted the year of my visit, and
were to be given to the natives.
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his own path, and so did Sevier. It was amusing
sometimes to see the creatures after they had chosen
a track, and found it more difficult than was anticipated,
hark back and try another. I did not, at the time,
think of the danger we ran, if a horse stumbled, of
breaking one’s skull against the jutting rocks on every
hand ; but when reading from Dr. Schuyler that only
one of his party had a sufficiently strong head to make
the whole descent on horseback, it occurred to me
that we should have done more wisely to dismount
and allow the horses to be led. On completing the
descent among the rocks, where the path was barely
wide enough for two horses to pass, and issuing from
the Takhta Karacha defile, the road widened as we
approached Kainar-bulak, our first Bokhariot village.
We were now only 7,500 paces, or say five miles,
from Russian territory, where one may find the newest
outcome of the intelligence of the nineteenth century,
yet we seemed to have dropped from the clouds
among men and things 3,000 or 4,000 years behind.
If what we saw among the Kirghese recalled the days
of Abraham; the new experience brought to one’s
thoughts a number of messengers despatched by one
of the kings of Israel. We were met by the Bek, or
Governor of the district, also a military officer sent
direct from the Emir, with several others, wearing tur-
bans of spotless white, and clad, one in striped silk,
another in a robe of cloth of gold, and all mounted on
gaily caparisoned horses. They had come to inquire
for the welfare of various personages, to receive and
welcome me, and put a series of questions respecting
my health and my journey. After shaking hands and
saluting me with an 4man, the Bek proceeded to ask
in stereotype fashion, ““Is the Emperor well? Is the
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Governor-General Chernaieff well? and is General
Abramoff well?” This was spoken in Turki to Yakoob,
who put it to Sevier in Russ, after which it reached
me in English. I replied that, when I passed through
Petersburg, his Imperial Majesty was well, also that
in Petersburg I saw General Chernaieff, who was well,
and that General Abramoff, whom we had recently
left, was in good health. This principal messenger,
having completed his ceremonious inquiries, moved on
in front, and the old general or colonel came up to
announce that the Emir had sent him to say that he
was very glad we had come, that he hoped I was not
greatly exhausted by the difficulties of the way, and
begged us to take refreshment in Kainar.

Kainar is a Aish-lak, or village, as it is usually
rendered, though the word literally means winter
quarters, just as /ai-/ak means summer quarters. In
summer quarters the habitation used is a tent, but in
winter quarters it is often a mud house, which in
summer is deserted or turned into a store. In the
present instance we were conducted through the yard
of what I suppose was the Bek’s house, our horses
picketed to a circle of posts, and ourselves shown
into a room where was a table evidently rigged up for
the occasion, and groaning beneath a dozen, if not a
score, of trays of grapes, sweetmeats, almonds, sugared
nuts, melons, and other kinds of fruit. Upon these I
concluded we were to make a meal, and I began the
attack, till it appeared these things were only by way
of pudding and sweets presented in inverse order to
English fashion, and to be followed by more substantial
dishes of meat, boiled chicken, and rice. This was
a lesson for me, and.so was the next performance in
clearing the table; for whereas, at home, one is brought
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up to “eat what you please, but pocket none,” in
Bokhara it is expected that you eat what you can,
and pocket the rest. All was to be mine, and I found
that Yakoob, the djiguitts, and attendants were ready
to accept the remainder as a perquisite, and stow away
the same in their bags.

We were left to partake of refreshment alone, and
when the envoys subsequently entered, I showed to
him who appeared to be master of the ceremonies the
letter I had received from General Chernaieff, where-
upon he spoke to me about seeing the Emir on the
following day. For the information of the Emir our
names had to be entered in a book, the hour we arrived,
and when we departed, with particulars of our visit.
They asked how soon we meant to start for Kitab,
whereupon observing that it was 1.45 p.m., I replied,
“In 15 minutes”; but this was contrary to their notions,
and they wished to put down 3.0 as the hour of our
departure, ““so that it might look to the Emir as if we
had been well entertained.” Not that they cared, how-
ever, that we should wait, and our horses were accord-
ingly made ready.

It was five miles further to Kitab, along a carriage-
able road, through an inhabited district. On starting,
our escort increased, and we were preceded by a score
or so of horsemen, who smothered us with dust. I
begged them, therefore, to go on far ahead. This
dispersed the crowd, and we rode along to Urus (or
Russian) Kishlak, and beyond we forded the River
Kashka. Soon afterwards we approached the mud
wall, 53 miles long, which once surrounded Shahr-i-
sabz, and included, besides Kitab and Shahr, several
villages, with fields and gardens. These entirely
occupied the whole space within the wall. In winter
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a large part of the neighbouring country is under
water, and even in the dry season unhealthy swamps
abound. We had to approach the citadel of Kitab by
a narrow street, with water and mud up to the horses’
knees, the Colonel, in cloth of gold, having motioned
me to his side to enter the town with something like
state. As we passed along, the people rose and saluted
the Colonel with. a ¢ Salaam aletbum,’ or “ Peace be
with you,” but not bowing so servilely as at Khokand.
Other mounted officials now came to present them-
selves, and formed a cavalcade that brought us at last
to what was to be our lodging. I had read that it was
a point of Bokhariot etiquette as to how near one
should ride up to a palace or great house before dis-
mounting. My retinue, I observed, alighted outside
the street gates, but we were conducted on horseback
“right in” the courtyard, and then, having dismounted,
were shown into our room.



CHAPTER XLVL
FROM KITAB TO SHAHR.

Curious hospitality.—Entertainment by dancing-boys and mountebanks.
—Native appreciation of édafcias.—Visits from the Emir’s court.
—Our lodging and spies.—Reception of Bokhariot officers.—Guard
of native soldiers.—Dress for an audience with the Emir.—Pro-
cession and arrival at the fortress.—The Emir Seid Muzaffar-ed-
din.—Various estimates of his character.—Admission to his
presence.—My requests and presents.—Refreshment with courtiers.
—Princely presents.—Drive to Shahr in the Emir’s carriage.

UR house at Kitab was certainly not a mansion,

for the principal room measured only about 12 feet
by 10. Perhaps lack of space was meant to be atoned
for by abundance of air, for there were 6 doors, and
over 3 of them wunglazed lattices. We learned,
however, that hereafter we should be lodged in better
guest-houses, but that few embassies came to Kitab.
Soon after our arrival we were asked what we should
like to do. I replied that we wished to see the town,
and that I should be glad if we could find some coins
and other antiquities or curiosities. [ had been told
by the Russians that the shortest space etiquette would
allow of our staying at Kitab would be three days, and
this was the time I told them when they asked how
long I should remain their guest. My answers were
reported to the Emir, and his messenger came back to
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say that they thought we should stay at least a week,
that my wish for coins should be attended to, and that
we could see the town after our audience with the Emir.
On our arrival we had found, as at Kainar, the table
laden with trays of sweets and fruits, and, in addi-
tion, there awaited me, as a present, at least half-a-dozen
loaves of white sugar, and as many boxes of sugar-
candy, both imported from Russia. I soon voted my
own tea preferable to the green tea drunk by the
natives, and, after taking refreshment, found that we
were to be entertained that evening by a grand per-
formance of musicians, batchas, and buffoons. At
dusk the scene was lighted up with 25 lamps, and we
were to sit under a spreading vine that formed a
rustic balcony at the back of the house, and from
thence to see the fun. Three men, with tambourines,
sat near a charcoal fire in a brazier, over which, from
time to time, they held their instruments to tighten
the parchment. Presently four boys, or éatcias,
arrived, and were presented to us as the ar#Zstes of
the evening; and whilst they were drinking tea and
eating fruit, the tambourines, increased to five, began
to sound and the men to sing. The batchas were
dressed in red, flowing robes, with loose, wide trousers,
but had their feet uncovered, their most striking
peculiarity being their long hair, like that of girls. In
the first dance the four boys walked leisurely round
and round, keeping time with clappers. In the next
they danced faster, clapped their hands, and sang in
unison,—love, on the part of the supposed girl, being
the burden of their song. In the third dance the lover
answered this ditty, and in the fourth the dance was
interspersed with somersaults and other antics.
Whilst the batchas were dancing and putting them-
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selves through various movements intended to be
graceful, two men carried candles, dodging about to
hold them close to the dancers, that their good looks
might be admired, the candle-bearers themselves con-
torting their faces, and disporting themselves like
clowns. One of their nonsensical feats, when there was
a lull in the dance, was to sit opposite each other and
make grimaces, or move the muscles and skin of the
face like a rabbit. They brought on next a Persian
song and dance with whistles, the batchas snapping
their fingers in time, and then striking together a pair
of wands.

As the entertainment proceeded, a large crowd,
attracted by the sound of the music, pressed into the
courtyard and garden, delighted to witness the per-
formance. Their appreciation of the batchas was
intense. They offered them tea and fruit, and, when
the boys sat, they could hardly have been made more
of had they been the first stars of a London season.
They seated themselves apart from ‘the vulgar’
crowd,” near to us, whereupon lights were placed
before them, that all might gaze and admire. He
thinks himself a happy man to whom a batcha con-
descends to offer a bowl of tea, and receives it with
expressions of great respect. So, again, if a man
offers tea to a batcha, it is counted an honour if it is
taken and the cup returned, after tasting, to the owner,
but a great indignity if the remainder be handed to
another. I gave the boys refreshments, and sent
round to the crowd some of our boxes of sugar-candy,
which was readily accepted.

We were next entertained with some acrobatic
feats, the men bending backwards till their heads
touched the ground, and performing several other
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fantastic exercises. After this, a man gave us
a Hindu dance, and preparations were made for
some rude comic acting, in which were represented
various scenes from native life—first a quarrel
and law-suit about a scarf. Presently a high priest,
or some dignitary amply covered with cotton wool
to represent white hair and beard, was carried in
on a sort of sedan chair. Whether he was intended
to represent the Emir or the Grand Lama I am un-
certain, but he was waited upon with great obse-
quiousness, whilst the musicians kept up vociferous
singing and loud beating of tambourines. Presently
a supposed dead man was brought in, upon whom the
mullah sprinkled water in such abundance as to make
the corpse wince, and he then proceeded to count the
dead man’s debts, supplying himself with a substitute
for ink with a nastiness that will not allow of de-
scription. At length, by accident or by design, one of
the candles set fire to the cotton wool of the judge's
hair, and he was about to be enveloped in flames, but
which fortunately they were able to put out, and this
touch of reality brought the proceedings to an uncere-
monious close.

I am not aware that the Central Asiatics dance at
all as a social amusement, but only as a spectacle.
The boys are early trained to it, and continue their
profession until the beard grows. The Emir has a
staff of them, who, when he stays in Kitab, dance
every night from 7 to 10 in some public place. Rich
men also keep them for their enjoyment, and even
poor families club together to maintain a corps for
their joint amusement.*

* These batchas are also used, though not in all cases, for immora
purposes. Vambery alludes to this at the time of his visit to Bokhara.
One hears and reads of the Emir having formerly had a male and
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It was nearly midnight before the batchas left our
house, and I am not sure that they did not prolong the
fun near at hand ; but they had put us up bedsteads and
pillows at either end of our room, and we were glad
enough to get to bed. Next morning they gave us for
breakfast fruits, boiled milk and rice with butter, and
sour cream. Quite early some courtiers came, saying
that the Emir had already asked several times after
my health, and his Majesty (or his Highness, as the
Russians call him) wished to know whether we were
dull, because, if so, he would send some persons to
amuse us. | replied that we were not dull, having
plenty of reading and writing to do. . His spokesman,
we were told, was a colonel, and we afterwards learned
that he was a very near attendant and minister of the
Emir, named Hodja Abul Fais, and one of the most
enlightened of the Bokhariots that we met. He had
lived seven years in Constantinople, and had travelled
to Kief, Moscow, and Orenburg. Both being travellers
we compared notes, I telling him of my Central Asian
journey, and my former route through Siberia round
the world. I offered him a copy of St. Matthew’s
Gospel in Osmanli Turkish, which he appeared to

female harem, and M. Ostroumoff, writing of the characteristics of the
Mussulmans of Central Asia, states that, from 1869—71, out of 103
criminal law-suits brought before the Russians, 25 were traced to the
keeping of such boys, 10 persons having committed murder and 14
robbery to find the money.to pay them. Some parents, he says, them-
selves use or sell their boys as batchas, and one law-suit was brought
by a father against a whole family who had thus used his son. Solong
as the batchas are young and good-looking they are petted and spoiled,
but afterwards they often fall into a life, as Dr. Schuyler says, of caprice,
extravagance, and dissipation. They told me that the Emir did not
allow women to dance, which probably meant 77z Zuélzc, as I heard of
them doing in Khokand. Dr. Schuyler, too, speaks of their performing
in the women’s court ; but we saw none throughout Central Asia. Such
a practice in public, if not also in private, would be quite contrary to
Sunni Muhammadan ideas.
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read fluently. On learning what it was, he said God
had given four books to men, of which this was one,
whereupon he kissed and accepted it with thanks,
putting it away in his breast. He then asked how
old I was, guessed me too young by ten years, and
was surprised that my beard was so black and without
grey hairs.*

After the departure of this courtier I walked out to
look at our surroundings. Our house stood on a bank
some half-dozen feet above the courtyard, with a
stream of water running near, the specific gravity of

“which I tested, and found to be 9g9. In the yard and
the adjacent open sheds our horses were picketed,
whilst on the other side of the house were sunken,
muddy flower-beds, watered by irrigation, with chry-
santhemums in blossom. Near these beds were
dwellings resembling offices, into which I began to
pry, when Yakoob came running up in alarm to
inform me that I was entering the women’s domains.
Of course I at once drew back, though so effectually
had the fair ones kept out of sight that I had not the
least idea there were any on the premises. I fancy
however, they had seen me, and I perceived that
other eyes were upon us also. Six open doors in one
small room I had voted rather too much of a good
thing, and closed accordingly the three that gave
access to the courtyard, leaving open for light and air
those facing the garden and offices. One of the
attendants came to ask whether I would not like the
opposite doors opened, so that the air might enter, but

* More than once this question was asked in the khanate, and
followed by a similar remark. A Russian living in the town of
Bokhara told me that the natives are usually grey at 335, that his
brother living there for three years began to get grey at 24, but that
on going back to Russia the grey hairs disappeared.
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I declined, beginning to suspect that what he really
wanted was to spy from the yard what I was doing,
and this suspicion increased when, chancing to look in
the direction of the offices, I saw a man had taken
a seat commanding a view of our room, off which he
scarcely took his eyes. In the course of the morning
a messenger came from the Emir and told us, to our
disgust, that his Majesty, having heard how late we
got to bed on the previous night, felt sure we must
be tired, and so would not see us till the morrow.
About midday we said that we should like to go out in
the afternoon for a ride, and to see the town, where-
upon I discovered that, in addition to being a guest, 1
was also a prisoner, for they said we must not leave
the premises without the permission of the Emir, and
this permission did not come.

In the evening we were informed of the arrival of
the assistant to the commander-in-chief of the Bokhariot
forces, the commander of a battalion, and a guard of
honour, 30 strong. There was no need to fear, his
Majesty said, but he had thought it better to send us a
guard* We were just finishing our evening meal, and
I invited the officers in, and plied them with—not
cups, but—bowls of tea, bread, butter, and eggs. Upon
these meats the gallant commanders made a vigorous
onslaught, and it was not until each had disposed of
half-a-dozen basins of tea that they cried “enough,”
their politeness having come to an end; for I dis-
covered that, according to Bokhariot etiquette, they
were bound to keep on eating as long as we kept
offering.

I then tried to amuse them by showing them

* To be ““valiant men about our bed . . . . every man with his sword
upon his thigh, because of fearin the night’’ (Cant. iii. 8).
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engravings of Central Asia in Madame Ujfalvy’s *“ De
Paris d Samarcand,” but the officers seemed somewhat
slow in taking in their meaning. It occurred to me
afterwards that they were perhaps the first pictures
they had ever seen* To Yakoob, who had been
brought up in Russia, all was plain enough, as he
looked over the book with pleasure, and interpreted ;
but it raised a curious question in my mind as to what
would be the impression produced on a man’s under-
standing, at 40 years of age, who then saw a picture
for the first time.

Next morning we went out to look at our guard of
honour. One officer wore a tunic of red glazed calico,
a black sheepskin hat, and a sword, and his brother
officer carried in his girdle, as indicative of his rank,
a battle-axe. The uniforms of the rank and file
were of the nondescript character, easily imagined
when [ add that the Emir’s soldiers find their own food
and clothes. One soldier had buttons on his coat that
had done service in various British regiments, the 11th
among them, whilst their muskets were of all degrees
of antiquity, one having been stamped in the year of
grace 1800! The Emir had twelve guns at Kitab,
and more at Bokhara, and his army consisted, it was
said, of 14,000 warriors, of whom 6,000 were cavalry.t
If these, thought I, are a specimen of the Sovereign’s
body-guard, and the pick of his troops, what must the

* The Sunni Muhammadanshold it contrary to their faith to represent
anything that has life, whether vegetable or animal, being taught, I
believe, that those who paint animals will at the day of judgment have
to put life into them. Anyway, not a ghost of a picture of any living
thing did I see all through the khanate.

t Another informant, a courtier, said he thought it was 20 battalions
of 1,000 each, and the cavalry as many more; but the Kush-beggi, or
Viceroy, told me 15,000, of whom 5,000 were cavalry. All of them are
volunteers, who serve from 18 till death, on the munificent pay in the
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rest be like, and would it not have been passing strange
if the Russians had #of beaten them?* But whilst I
was taking stock of the soldiers, and showing them my
revolver, some courtiers came to say that the Emir was
ready to receive me, and I had to think of a fitting
Court dress.

Dr. Wolff, who escaped with difficulty from the
clutches of the present Emir's father, wore his gown
and hcod into Bokhara, carried a huge Bible under
his arm, and announced that he was the great dervish
of England; and he partly attributed his safety to
having maintained throughout his ecclesiastical cha-
racter. I had some thought, therefore, of taking a
leaf from his book, and the more so because Russians
had told me that the Emir would not distinguish
between my clerical coat and that of a Russian
merchant, and that all the Russian dignitaries this
Asiatic sovereign had seen were in uniform and
decorated with medals. This suggested to me that
it might be desirable if I could combine in my raiment
the splendours of ecclesiastical vestments and military
uniform. But where was the Emir? Was he living
close by, our house being a part of his palace, or
was he a mile off? because, if I were going to get
myself up very gorgeously, and his Majesty were

country of 175. 6. a month, or, at the capital, of 20s. Another account
I heard said 10s. a month, that these hired troops are a militia rather
than a standing army, of which there was said to be none in Bokhara.
The men live at home, and come up for drill occasionally, and when they
wish to quit the force, simply give up their muskets and uniforms, and
go about their business.

* The natives told me that, at the occupation of Samarl&and, the very
sight of the Russian soldiers, before they had crossed the river, made
the enemy run like sheep. I heard, too, that when a fortress was
stormed, the natives entirely gave up hope, and simply sat down, each
awaiting his turn to be killed. :
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living close by, it might be more convenient to walk.
My inquiry had reached the great man's ears, and
he seemed to have taken it as a trait of humility on
my part that I did not think myself worthy to come
mounted to his presence. He therefore sent me a
message to say he had heard I talked of walking to
the palace, but that he desired I would ride.

So I proceeded to make ready, and first put on
my cassock, that did duty when I went to the Court
of St. James's. Over this I put on a gorgeous, gold-
embroidered waistcoat, adapted from a garment I
bought in Servia, as a specimen of a Servian gentle-
man’s vest—grand enough for a general—and tied a
cincture at the bottom, with ends hanging at the side,
and over these I hung my scarlet hood. Fortunately,
perhaps, there was no mirror in the room, or my
heart might have failed me; but I next put round my
neck a Provincial Grand Chaplain’s collar of purple
and gold, and on this pinned three or four masonic
jewels, by way of medals, and slung at the bottom my
pocket Bible; after which my costume was completed
by a college cap; and thus arrayed I mounted my
palfry and sallied forth. My two djiguitts went in
front, preceded by a whole bevy of officials, and the
two interpreters came after. Of course I looked at the
people as we passed through the streets. Need I say
that they looked still harder at me, doing my utmost,
as I was, to keep my countenance? The boys, not
content with a passing glance, ran before, and kept
turning round to look, and, in the bazaar, buyers and
sellers stopped their bargaining in order to gaze.
All went well, however, and we reached the citadel.
This is a large artificial mound, surrounded by high clay
walls, having an imposing gateway, with a chamber
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above, and a tower on either side. A number of
trobps were drawn up, who received me with a salute,
and we dismounted to be received by two officers at
the entrance, one of whom took charge of my presents
for his master. We then crossed the first court, and,
on entering the second, I caught sight of his Majesty,
at a distance, through an open door.

Of him I had read various and somewhat conflicting
accounts. Of his father, Nasr-Ullah, there seemed to
be but one opinion, and that about as bad as it could well
be; but of the reigning Emir, Seid Muzaffar-ed-din,
Vambery, in 1863, spoke rather favourably.*

For my own part, I heard stories from Russians and
natives alike, to which I shall hereafter refer, that in a
manner confirmed both the bright and shady sides of
the Emir's character. Meanwhile, knowing that the
man I had to deal with was a despot, and remembering
his power to hinder or advance my journey, I was

* Vambery says, ‘“ The Emir is in the forty-second year of his age,
of middle stature, somewhat corpulent. He has a very pleasing coun-
tenance, fine black eyes, and a thin beard. Inhis youthhe. .. .was
always distinguished for the gentleness and affability of his manners.
He carries out strictly the political principles of his father, and, in his
capacity as Mullah and pious Mussulman, is the declared enemy of
every innovation. On his accession he had impressed upon his signet
the device, ¢ Government by justice,” and up to the present moment has
most scrupulously observed it . . . . Towards his grandees, who for the
most part well merit the treatment they meet with, he is very severe;
for although punishing with death even trivial offences in these, he
spares the poorer classes. Hence the expression applied to him by the
people, and which does him honour, for they say of him that he is a
‘killer of elephants and protector of mice.’”’

Ten years later, Dr. Schuyler had a short audience with the Emir,
and described him as ¢ tall, stout, with sallow complexion, and small,
dark, uneasy eyes, which he kept turning in all directions. His flesh
looked very flabby and unhealthy, and his hands trembled constantly
throughout the interview, as I have been told from a too frequent use
of aphrodisiacs.”

Ten years later still, M. Stremoukhof, ex-political secretary of General
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naturally anxious for a favourable interview. I wanted
in the first place to extend my travels into parts of
the khanate that Dr. Schuyler was not allowed to
visit, next to distribute among the Bokhariots my
remaining copies of the Scriptures, beginning with the
Sovereign himself, and, lastly, I wished to search for
manuscripts, and to get all the general information I
possibly could.

The Bokhariots have a poetical conceit that a
stranger, on being admitted to an audience with the
Emir, is so overwhelmed with the brightness of his
presence, that he needs an attendant on either side to
support him from fainting. [ fancy that intercourse
with the Russians, who, as conquerors, do not stand
upon such nonsense, is breaking down the custom, or
perhaps the attendants did not think me a fainting
subject. At all events I have no recollection of being
supported into “the presence.” The courtiers began
to bow immediately they turned the corner of the
court from whence his Majesty was visible. I had
received the hint, however, that I should act as if
being presented to my own or the Russian sovereign,
and I accordingly reserved my bow till I entered the
audience chamber. It was a good-sized room, carpeted
von Kaufmann, gave, in the SZ Pefersburg Gazette, a less favourable
account than either of the preceding, saying, ¢ The present Emir,
whose mother was a slave, is an uneducated, unmannerly coward, and
an immoral man. He spent his youth among thirty wives, several
hundreds of concubines, a whole squadron of batchas, reciters of
poetry, jesters, and jugglers. The young Emir’s mental faculties could
not possibly be developed among the depraved set with whom he asso-
ciated, and it is now commonly said of him that he has little sava?,
meaning that he can hardly decipher any document. He is even now
accessible only to flatterers, mischief makers, and charlatans. . . .
During his father’s lifetime the young man put some little restraint

upon himself, but when he became Emir he gave full vent to all his
worst propensities.”’



26 RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA.

all over, but without a stick of furniture, except two
roughly-made deal chairs with crimson seats. The
Emir was perched on one, and, after giving me a feeble
shake of the hand, he motioned me to the other. I
had seen his portrait at Tashkend, photographed, I
think, in 1874, and from which, I presume, the
engravings have been made ; but as I had heard his
Majesty spoken of as an old man, I expected to find
him grey, whereas his hair was black, and, though
apparently in debilitated health, he looked, thanks
perhaps to cosmetics which he is said to use freely,
less than 58, which I heard was his age.

When I had seated myself, Mr. Sevier and Yakoob
stood in front, a few courtiers being behind. The
Emir began by saying he had heard that I came from
far ; he was glad that I had come, and hoped that I
had recovered from fatigue.

I thanked him, and said that the Russians had given
me permission to go to Petro-Alexandrovsk; would
he be so kind as to direct that my tarantass should be
taken to Charjui, and then floated down the Oxus ?

“Yes”

I then said, “I am an ‘English mullah, and can read
Hebrew and Greek. I should very much like to be
allowed to see what ancient manuscripts there may be
in your Majesty’s library.” _

Answer : “ He had heard that I was interested in
antiquities. I might, therefore, search for them where
I pleased, and have any I could find; and his men
would help me.”

Thus far, all promised well, and I went on to say
that I had seen prisons and hospitals in many parts of
the world, especially in Siberia, and that I should like to
to be allowed to see those of his Majesty’s dominions.
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Here I suppose I ““put my foot in it,” for I received
no answer. In asking Russians the kind of presents
that would be suitable for the Emir, I had been

SEID MUZAFFAR-ED-DIN, EMIR OF BOKHARA.

especially advised to offer articles that would be new
to him. [ was not too well supplied with such things, for
I was not sure, on leaving England, that I should get
into Bokhara, nor had I previously travelled in coun-
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tries where money was not generally regarded as the
best of presents. When, however, no reply came to
my request, | pointed to the scarlet raiment on my
back, telling his Majesty that such a decoration was
worn by our chief mullahs in England; that I had
heard he was a mullah, and that I should be gratified
if he would accept my Doctor’s hood ; and then, to
make quite sure that among my presents there should
be something decidedly new, I added the masonic
collar and jewels! He seemed at first not to under-
stand me, until, having called in the aid of his own
interpreter, he replied, “Yes”; and again there
followed a painful silence.

I was beginning to think him provokingly uninquisi-
tive, and inquired whether he had any questions to
ask about England.

Again there came no answer, whereupon [ rose.

Then he said he must consider. Did I mean about
England, or about my travels ?

I answered, “ Whichever your Majesty pleases.”

‘““What, then,” said he, “is the aim of your travels?”

“Primarily,” I answered, “to distribute good books
in prisons and hospitals ; but, besides that, I am
interested in antiquities.”

“Now,” said he, ““I understand your object.”

I handed him two of my letters, with accompanying
translations in Turki, but he h~rdly glanced at them,
and rather impatiently, I thought, put them aside.
We then shook hands, and all literally *“backed out ”
of his presence. We had been told beforehand that
refreshment would be provided, of which we partook,
in the room of the chief ministers. They said we
ate too little, and asked about my costume, one of
them having been in Belgrade, the very town where
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my vest was purchased. They had no prisons worth
seeing, they said. They used to put prisoners in the
stocks, but not now. They were curious to know what
were the books we had given to the Emir; they under-
stood our giving books in “‘ the hospitals to cure the sick,
but had we, besides, any medicine?” I gave presents
of rings and a pocket microscope to these ministers,
for which they said they had nothing to give in return ;
but they soon came to tell me that the Emir had
looked at my presents, and thought them very curious,
and, further, they brought into the room to me, as a
present, at least a score of changes of raiment, for
myself and retainers. These were the robes of honour,
or ‘khalats, of which the Russians had told me the
Emir would give enough to “bury me.” Some were
of cotton, of gaudy colours, others of native silk, some
few of Russian brocaded satin, like the Russian priests’
vestments ; one or two were of Cashmere, and another
of pea-green velvet, to envelop me from head to foot!
This, however, was only the beginning of favours, for
I was next informed that the Emir had sent me a
horse for myself, and another for whomsoever I pleased.
Nor was my charger sent without saddle or bridle,
for it had both, as well as a saddle-cloth, covering
him from mane to tail, and hanging down on either
side, two feet from the withers and three feet behind.
The saddle-cloth is the handsomest I have ever seen,
and is of crimson velvet, embroidered with gold and
silver thread and silk of various colours, in seven
large foliate patterns, surrounded by a scroll border
of similar workmanship, and edged with wide amber
and crimson fringe, the whole being adorned by
spangles of silver and gold.

The bridle, too, is no less remarkable, being mounted
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with bosses, pendents, and ornaments of turquoise
cloisonné work. At the back of the head, on the neck,
rests a plate of turquoise work, from which hang on
either side 8 strips, similarly jewelled, the reins being
of white leather. One of the bridles is now in the
British Museum.

I suppose that, had I been an Asiatic, I should have
been clothed with one of these robes of honour,* and
mounted upon the horse to ride through the street,
“like unto the man whom the king delighteth to
honour ;1 but I was excused from this, though the
trappings were left on the horses, that the people
might see, they said, that I had received a present,
whilst ““the changes of garments were laid upon his
servants, and they bare them” (with the horses
walking) before me. ]

It was well, perhaps, that I did not mount my pre-
sent, for subsequently gay clothing was found to cover
but sorry steeds, and one of them was so vicious that
none liked to get near him. One horse was an Arab,
8 years old, the other a Karabair, the two together
being valued at 48! We had now done the honours,
and were told that we might proceed if we wished;
and upon my expressing a desire to hasten forward,
the Emir sent us his carriage, drawn by a pair of
horses, in which we drove through the market-place,
out of the town towards Shahr, and arrived before
evening.

* T saw this done on the following day. When sending a watch and
chain to the Bek of Shahr, by the hand of Yakoob, the Bek threw over
my messenger’s shoulders a gaudy robe, in which Yakoob came parading

back, thus illustrating, I suppose, the case of Mordecai, who ‘‘went out
from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white >’ (Esther
viii. 15).

+ Esther vi. 11.

t 2 Kings v. 23.
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HE carriage that took us from Kitab had been
sent from Petersburg by the Emperor as a
present, and no one but the Emir had the like in
Bokhara. It was not surprising, therefore, that the
people gazed hard at the two Englishmen in plain
clothes seated in the royal chariot. The distance
between the two towns that make up Shahr-i-sabz
(pronounced Shakhr-i-sabz) is only four miles, and
the route lies through gardens and fields edged with
trees, crossing about midway the Ak-daria, an
affluent of the Kashka-daria. We soon saw that the
people knew far less about driving than riding.
Draught horses, they told us, were rare; hence the
Emir had lent us two artillery chargers, somewhat
large and heavy, and attached to our delicate carriage
by ropes intended to draw a cannon, whilst each horse
was mounted by a turbaned postilion, who, as he
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walked or at most ambled his horse along, kept
smiling at his fellow as if he thought the occasion
a novel, if not an important, one. Hence we had a
leisurely afternoon drive, and before sunset reached
our destination. We were conducted to the house
where embassies are received, in which was a large
room carpeted, with niches in the wall, and a mode-
rate-sized flower garden outside. We were told that
the Bek would receive us in the evening in the
Ak-Serai, 2 reminder that we were on historic ground.*

Accordingly, after sunset we went to visit the Bek.
At the entrance to the citadel soldiers were drawn up,
who presented arms, and we crossed the court where
Tamerlane’s feet must often have trod ; for there stood
the ruins of two piers, solidly built of large bricks, of the
famous Ak-Serai, or white palace, in which he used
to repose after his campaigns. Their height is 140

* Shahr-i-sabz was widely known under its former name of Kesh
as the birthplace of the great Tamerlane. Separated from Bokhara
by the desert through which we were to travel, and from Samarkand
by the easily defensible mountain pass we had crossed, the position of
Shahr-i-sabz offered a good area in later days for the formation of an
independent government, and it early asserted itself. In the middle
of the last century, Rahim Bi, of Bokhara, subdued and held the province
for five years, but it revolted. From 1811 to 1836 it had a noted
Governor, Daniar Atalik, who successfully held out against Mir Haidar
and his son, Nasr Ullah. Nasr Ullah, however, captured the place
in 1856, but it revolted on his death, and his successor, the present
Emir, did not at first succeed in obtaining possession of the ‘‘ green
city.”” Baba Bek was set up as ruler of Shahr, and Jura Kek of
Kitab, and with these Muzaffar was obliged to make peace, they
giving him precedence and yearly presents, but not allowing his
interference in the affairs of the province. These relations were broken
in 1866, on the battle of the Russians and Bokhariots at Irdjar, after
which certain rebels against the Emir were harboured in Shahr-i-sabz,
and the province again held out successfully against Muzaffar. The
final blow to its independence was given by the Russians in 1870,
when Kitab was taken by storm, and Shahr immediately surrendered ;
whereupon the Russians gave up the province to the Emir of Bokhara’
as a proof that they desired no further conquest of his territory. ,
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feet, and their pure Arabic style and ornamentation
in glazed tiles of blue and white porcelain, inlaid in
arabesques, and Persian and Arabic inscriptions, make
them striking objects.* I was received in a spacious
hall surrounded by mirrors about five feet high, and
suspected that my reception had been deferred till
after dark that I might be dazzled with the (supposed)
magnificence. )

The Bek, who gave me his name as Astanakul,
Parmanatchi, signifying that he was one grade below
the highest, sat near me at the table on which refresh-
ment was served. There were also at the table
Khoja Abul Fais, and the Emir’s interpreter, who had
been sent by his Majesty to amuse us during the
evening, and I suppose also to learn of us what they
could. The Bek was much more communicative than
his sovereign, and asked if I had a father and brothers,
but made no such inquiry as to mother or sisters,
which, according to Bokhariot ideas, would have been
unpolite. He wished to know my profession, and
that of my father, and inquired for the health of my
family. As he appeared to be so chatty, I took the
opportunity to ask him, and those at the table, many
questions, and to jot down the answers I received.
He gave me information also concerning my route,
which was to be 60 miles to Karshi, 95 more to
Bokhara, and 101 further to Charjui. I asked him
to arrange, if possible, that our journey might be
expedited, whereupon he summoned his scribe, who
wrote a letter at his mouth, which the Bek authenti-

* This is the building of which the Spanish Clavijo tells us the
builders had been engaged upon, in 1405, for 20 years. He speaks of
a broad and high entrance to the garden, beautifully adorned with
glazed tiles, in blue and gold, as well as handsome galleries and
reception halls decorated with gold, azure, silver, and ivory.

VOL. 1L 3
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cated, after hearing it read (not reading it himself),
by impressing his seal upon it ;* while the messengers
went out to make preparations for our departure
on the morrow. When the Bek heard that we had
come from Kuldja, that was shortly to be given
back to the Chinese, his eyes sparkled, evidently
at the thought of the Russians having to disgorge
some of their prey, and he inquired particularly
how many Chinese there were in Kuldja, and how
many versts westward the frontier had been fixed.
Before leaving I presented the Bek with an Arabic
New Testament, and a portrait of myself, whereupon
he asked whether I had given the like to his Majesty.
Then, to my surprise, they brought me a present, by
desire of the Emir, from the Bek, of more khalats
and another Arab horse with saddle and bridle, but
not so gorgeously ornamented as the one I had
received in the morning. '

It was quite dark when our visit was over, and a
crowd outside was waiting to escort us back with torches
and lanterns. The Khoja and his interpreter accom-
panied us to our lodgings, where we found a company
of batchas, and the people assembled for a performance.
I did not decline it, but gave the Khoja to understand
that it would be a far greater treat to me than seeing

* Like Shaphan, the scribe, reading before the king (2 Chron. xxxiv. 18),
or like Mordecai writing letters, sealing them, and sending off messengers
in the name of Ahasuerus (Esther viii. 8, 10). The Emir, not reading
personally the letter I presented to him, recalls the words of Artaxerxes,
““The letter which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read before me '’
(Ezraiv. 18, 23). The carrying a signet appears to have been customary
with dignitaries in patriarchal times in Palestine, if we may so under-
stand the case of Judah (Gen. xxxviii. 18); and later in Persia, for Darius
sealed Daniel in the lions’ den (Dan. vi. 17). So, too, in Judza under
Pilate, who ‘“made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone ’’ ‘(Matt. xxvii.
66). We read of none of these affixing their sign manual, as it would
be with us.
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the batchas if he would allow me to question him
about the country. He and his interpreter were, I
saw, intelligent fellows, and it was an opportunity not
to be missed. When, therefore, the batchas were well
started with their tomfooleries, we withdrew into the
room, to my table and note-book, but left the doors
open so that we could see a little and hear only too
much of the performance outside. 1 fear the crowd
thought us sadly wanting in taste, and the batchas,
determined that we should not lose all the fun, came
every now and then putting their heads inside, and
bawling, at the top of their voices, some portion of
song for our special benefit.

Meanwhile I was plying my visitors with questions,
and by them was initiated into the mysteries of
Bokhariot weights and measures, among which, in
the absence of a recognized standard, the glorious
uncertainty of “the rule of thumb” is as nothing.*

Among the messages sent me by the Emir was one
that they delivered very delicately, and accompanied
by some of my presents to him. The Emir feared
that I should want again my hood, collar, and jewels,
adding what was no doubt true, that I should not
be able to get the like throughout his kingdom; and
with regard to the illustrated book of travels, it was
in a language he knew not, and he had looked at,
but could not understand, the pictures. He hoped,
therefore, I should not. be offended if he asked me

* For instance, they have only one measure of capacity, the ckzyeZ,
for oil and honey, and that seldom used, and of variable size. A fas’
equals 3 milles, or 12,000 paces, or 18,000 olchines. The olckiné was
spoken of roughly as equal to the Russian arshin, and measured cubit-
fashion from the elbow to the end of the forefinger. The Zulatc’ is
the distance from the tips of the fingers when the arms are outstretched,
\;ivhilst the gzaz is from the centre of the breast to the end of the

ngers.
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to take that back, but as for the religious books—
namely, a Persian Bible and Arabic New Testament—
he accepted and revered them. Here, then, was a
rebuke to my worldly wisdom, for (to make confession
for once) I did not feel at all sure how this Mullah-
potentate, the chief champion of Islam in Central
Asia, would be pleased at the idea of my offering him
a Christian Bible. On the other hand, the book of
travels was gorgeously bound, and full of pictures of
his own khanate and of Central Asia, and I thought
this would prepare the way for the religious books.
I suppose the real reason why he returned the book,
with my portrait also, by-the-bye, enclosed, was because
of the Sunni Muhammadan law against pictures.
Vambery says that in Bokhara, in 1863, ¢ the unhappy
possessor of a portrait of a living human being suffered
the extreme penalty of the law,” so that his Majesty
could hardly keep the pictures in defiance of his own
regulations.* I do not know whether the law about
possessors of portraits has been relaxed. If not, I fear
I jeoparded the lives of a good many, for I had taken
with me a large number of cabinet portraits, because
convenient to carry, and I gave them freely in the
khanates. It was not till I was getting towards the
end of my stock that I accidentally learned of the
objection, and asked Yakoob what he thought would
be done with the photographs. He expected that
in many cases they would be destroyed. Nevertheless,
good Mussulman as he was, I had by this time so
far ingratiated myself with him that he seemed to
wish for a memento, and, on parting, asked for my

* Burnes wrote, in 1832, that a merchant had lately imported some

pictures from China into Bokhara, but that they were immediately
broken, and their value paid by the government.
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portrait for himself. Moreover, no one else but the
Emir returned the present.

In the Emir’s case, of course, I took back the things
without hesitation, expressing the hope that I might
be able to find something else to send in their stead
(which I did on reaching Bokhara), and asking also
the Khoja and his interpreter if there was anything
they would like me to send them from England, to

THE COURT MOSQUE AT KITAB.

which they replied, with Oriental politeness, that they
wished for nothing but to please me. I supposed I
must have created a favourable impression upon the
mind of the Khoja, for before parting he informed me
that he was constantly in the presence of the Emir,
and took his meals with him, so that, if I had any
favour to ask, he was in a position to help me.*

* Reminding one of Elijah’s words to the Shﬁnamite, “ Wouldst
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I had no wish to stay at Shahr, which is said to
have 9o mosques and 3 medresses. I secured a photo-
graph of the Court Mosque of Kitab, but it is an
insignificant building. Dr. Schuyler suggests a popu-
lation for Shahr of 20,000, and mentions 15,000 for
Kitab.* I am, however, exceedingly sceptical as to
the accuracy of Bokhariot numbers, especially when
they mount to four or five figures. 1 am persuaded
that some travellers have supplied us with statistics of
population in the khanate, which the Emir himself
could not give if his life depended on it. One of the
questions I asked at Kitab of my military informant
was the population of the khanate, but he could not
inform me. The reader will therefore kindly bear this
in mind in reference also to my own figures, supplied
from information given by the natives.

The Bek sent early next morning to inquire for my
health. His present of the previous evening had
taken me by surprise, and having subsequently heard
that his son was at the Emir’s court, though not pre-
sent when I gave presents to the ministers, I sent to
the Bek a watch and chain for his son or any one else
to whom he chose to give it. He threw a khalat over

thou be spoken for to the king ?’’ (2 Kings iv. 13); also of various
courtly officers who were in ‘‘the king’s presence’’; as David, who
“ sat with the king at meat” (1 Sam. xx. 5); “five men of them that
were in the king’s presence,” taken by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings
xxv. 19); and ‘““seven men of them that saw the face of the king,”
taken by the Babylonian monarch (Jer. lii. 25); such as had ability
to stand in the king’s palace, among whom was Daniel (i. 4); and,
again, the seven counsellors of Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 14).

* Mr. Galkin, in 1865, estimated the population of the bekship at
70,000 of both sexes. More recent authorities have put it at 50,000,
mostly Kanigas Uzbeks, noted for their valour. The same author
gives the names of 4 forts and 20 villages and settlements in Shahr-i-
sabz. Kitab lies on a hill, at an altitude of 1,910 feet, but Shahr is in
a marshy plain, somewhat lower.



40 RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA.

the shoulders* of my messenger, saying that he would
send the watch and chain to his son, after detaching
the whistle from the guard for himself, and thanked

me.

We left Shahr at 9.20 a.m. in the Emir’s carriage,
the road to Karshi lying through the Kashka-daria
oasis.t We drove slowly for an hour through gardens
and cultivated fields, and then came to the open steppe,
sandy, but covered with vegetation. Not far from
Shabhr is the little village of Sharmitan, and six miles
from the town is a second village, but we stopped at
neither. Several streams were crossed, and on our
left we had a distant view of mountains belonging to

the Hissar system.t
About a mile before reaching Chirakchi we were

* This giving of raiment reminds one of Jonathan stripping himself
of his garments and giving them to David (1 Sam. xvii. 54), a custom
thatlingered in Europe in the sixteenth century, when the Tsar honoured
Yermak, the conqueror of Siberia, by sending him a garment from his
own wardrobe.

T Part of the upper portion of the oasis comprises the Chirakchi
bekship, where, in 1878, they reaped thirtyfold crops of corn. The
price reached, in 1877, barley 25. 6d. to 2s. 9@. per cwt., wheat 3s. 4.
to 35. 74. per cwt. Sheep, when lean, cost from 8s. to 125., and
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