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@o Big Jmperial Wajesty
Arexgoeorg II1.,

EMPEROR AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS,

ETC. ETC. ETC.

SIRE,

I count wmyself happy in being permitted to dedicate
this work to the august Ruler of an Ewmpive in which I have
travelled extensively, and jfrom whose people I have met with
unvarying kindness, and atlention. Most of my wuvisits to the
Continent were undertaken with a view to relaxation and enjoy-
ment, but with this has been blended an atiempt to be of
religious use to the poor and unjforiunate.

I was considering how such a double purpose could be effected
in sevem countries through which I was to pass, in 1874,
when, not knowing the language of Russia, my only course jfor
that country seemed to be the distribution of religious [iterature.
This distribution I was allowed to begin in the prisons of
Petersburg,; and during five subsequent summers 1 have pur-
sued a similar method over the greater portion of the Empire.

On each of these occasions I sought the assistance of two
Societies in London, by whose aid I was enabled to distribute
more than 100,000 publications, and to place ai least some
portion of Holy Scripture in each room of every prison and
hospital throughout Finland, the Caucasus, and certain other
parts of European Russia, as well as throughout the whole
of Siberia, the works circulated being either printed by the Holy
Synod, or duly authovized by the Censor.
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I take pleasure in saying that these efforts have been
uniformly well rveceived, alike by your Imperial Majesty’s
Officials, the Clergy, and the people; and I trust they have
also your Majesty's approval and sympathy. I cannot doubt
that the good-will thus manifested towards the endeavours of
a foreigner, is in part the outcome of that encouragement
to the distribution of the Holy Scriptures which has been
shown jfor many years by your Imperial Majesty's illustrious
predecessors; and I venture very humbly to express the hope
that what little I have been permitted to do in the hospitals
and prisons of the wvast realms of Russia may be continued
and multiplied a hundredfold by your Imperial Majesty and
your faithful subjects.

If I may add but ome word, it shall be to express my
grateful appreciation of the confidence veposed in me, when
unrestricted permission was given for the dedication of this
book to your Imperial Majesty. Conformably thevewith I have
treated my subject frankly and without reserve (in fact, I had
all but finished the work before the welcome permission arrived)
and though I dare not anticipate that no mistakes will be found,
yet I am hopeful that these pages will show that I have striven
to write impartially, and prove lkewise that your Majesty's
confidence has not been misplaced.

It is with these sentiments, Sive, I desire to inscribe my
volumes. I pray that He who alone can bestow every good gift
may vouchsafe to your Imperial Majesty a long continuance
of health and happiness, and

I have the honour to remain
Your Imperial Majesty's very humble Servant,

THE AUTHOR.



PREFACE.

HESE volumes may be considered as a record

of the completion of the philanthropic object

that originally prompted my first visit to Asiatic

Russia as detailed in the work entitled * Through

Siberia.” My sources of information have been

four : namely, personal observations, carefully noted

on the spot; a series of conversations on a pre-

arranged plan with inhabitants of Central Asia;

official statistics and unpublished documents; and,
lastly, the general literature of the subject.

Not many Englishmen have preceded me in
Turkistan, and not one, so far as I know, over the last
portion of my journey. The only English writer
who has covered the major part of the route is
Dr. Eugene Schuyler, of whose * Turkistan” I can
speak in terms only of the highest praise. He has
treated many subjects so fully that I have thought
it unnecessary to say much about them. This is
notably the case with commerce and methods of
war; and I have regarded politics also as not falling
within my province. The work of M. Ujfalvy de
Mézo-Ksvesd 1 have found quite the best on the
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anthropology of Turkistan, whilst in historical matters
I have been frequently indebted to the ¢ History of
the Mongols ” by Mr. Howorth, who, as on a pre-
vious occasion, has given some of my proof-sheets the
benefit of his revision.

I have preferred, however, when possible, to
gather my materials direct from Russian authorities,
and have been able to do so largely, thanks to help
in translation afforded by Messrs. Robert Michell
and W. H. Cromie, and by Mesdames Telfer, Bell,
and Romanoff. From one Russian author, Colonel
Kostenko, I have gathered much statistical infor-
mation, and with what labour the literature of the
subject has been examined, the preface to my
Bibliography will show. I need only say here that,
when the name of an authority is mentioned, if
the reader wishes for further information, he will be
directed thereto by turning to the alphabetical list
of authors. ,

The knowledge thus acquired I have arranged
with a view to the requirements of three classes
of readers. The “general” reader may probably
not care to wade through the notes, nor, indeed, to
read all the chapters. Perhaps, therefore, it may
be of use to point out that the zarrative portions
of the journey, especially in the first volume, will
be found in the chapters with titles indicative of
movement—*From Such-a-place to Such-a-place’’;

or, as indicated more minutely, in the “ Author’s
[tinerary.”
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Readers of the second class have been regarded as
students, who like to know something of the country
traversed, its geography, geology, fauna and flora,
the characteristics of the people, their govern-
ment, language, and religion. These and similar
topics are touched upon in the notes, and whole
chapters also are devoted to the political economy of
certain provinces, to ethnography, and to historical
sketches of the Khanates and their conquest by
Russia.

There is yet a third class of readers—men of
science and specialists —for whom [ have en-
deavoured to furnish information. I would willingly
have seen this department in more competent hands;
but since the greater part of what is known con-
cerning the fauna and flora of Turkistan is inaccessible
to the major part of the scientific world, because
written in Russian, I have added appendices, which
have been most kindly revised by eminent naturalists,
both on the Continent and in England. To the
former I have expressed my indebtedness further on,
whilst among the latter my best thanks are due to
Professor Newton, F.R.S., and Dr. Giinther, F.R.S.,
for help in treating of vertebrate animals,—Mr.
Dresser, F.Z.S., also revising the list of birds.
Entomology has been undertaken by Messrs. Mac-
Lachlan, F.R.S., and W. F. Kirby. In botany I
have received aid from the Rev. W. W. Tyler; and, in
matters geological, from Professor Bonney, F.R.S.,
and Dr. Haughton, F.R.S. My neighbour, Mr.
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Glaisher, F.R.S., has again assisted me in meteoro-
logy; and I am gratified that a few chapters have
passed under the eye of that eminent geographer
of Central Asia, Colonel Yule, C.B. In mentioning
these distinguished names, however, I wish it to be
understood that their revision has been in many
cases of a general character only, and consequently
that for any mistakes that may remain, it is I who
am responsible, and not they.

Turkistan has not many prisons, but in the chapters
devoted to this subject I have given an accurate
account of what came under my observation; and I
have also answered the few objections, that were
raised to my former account of the penal institutions
of Siberia so far as they seemed to claim attention.

Biblical students will observe references throughout
the work to Scripture texts. Their origin was on
this wise. Before commencing my desert journey,
I had read all the books in my trunk, and it
occurred to me to utilize vacant time by marking
in a pocket Bible the passages that might be
illustrated from my travels. 1 remembered that
Robert Stephens is said to have divided the New
Testament into verses during a journey on horse-
back from Paris to Lyons; so I took a leaf from
his book, while on the back of a camel. In the
case of some of the texts referred to, my remarks
may at first sight seem superfluous, because the
Semitic customs of Palestine and Western Asia have
long ago been illustrated in connection with Bible
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history. 1 would remind the reader, however, that
[ travelled as far from Palestine on the east as
London is on the west; and among an Iranian popu-
lation, many of whose customs are those portrayed
in the Sacred Books, especially those written during
the Captivity. In China we have an instance of
a colony of Jews losing their religion and language,
and, in the course of centuries, becoming so in-
termingled with their neighbours as to be undis-
tinguishable, I believe, even by their physiognomy.
Now, I do not maintain that a similar fate has
befallen the ““lost ten tribes” in Central Asia; never-
theless, I found Bible customs there, which, if not
traced to some remote or1g1n common also to those
of the Jews, might well be imagined as brought
there by children of Abraham. No previous traveller
known to me has illustrated Scripture from these
little-known regions; and if I sometimes appear to
be over-keen in suggesting resemblances, it is because
1 have regarded them, so far as they are true, as
testimony from a new source.

These references have been looked over by the
Rev. Canon R. Girdlestone. This addition, however,
to the foregoing names does not exhaust my list of
helpers. Mr. Hyde Clarke, F.S.S., has given me
literary assistance, and so has the Rev. A. E.
Hodgson, B.A., as well as my neighbour, Mr. Slater,
F.G.S.; and there are others also to whom I am
similarly indebted, but who would prefer their names
not being mentioned.
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In conclusion, I must not send forth my book
without a word of greeting to those who honoured
me by perusing “ Through Siberia,” whether in English
or in the languages of Germany and Scandinavia.
I shall be gratified if the present volumes recall to
their minds an old aquaintance, who afforded them
amusement, or what is better, imparted instruction.
But I take it to be the greatest and best reward
of an author, when his thoughts and emotions so
enter the soul of a reader as to influence him to
action. It was the perusal of a book, more than
twenty years ago,* that turned the current of my life,
and changed my religion from an educational habit
to something very much deeper,—which brought, in
fact, such joy to myself that I was never so happy as
when trying to impart its secret to others. After
this, none need wonder at my faith in the distribution
of .religious literature ; and happy shall I be if, in
and beneath this story of travel by land and by
water, one and another shall recognize the work of
a fellow-labourer unto the kingdom of God, and be
encouraged to go and do likewise.

H. L.

THE GROVE, BLACKHEATH,
LoxNpoN, S.E.
16£% March, 188s.

* ¢“The Anxious Inquirer,”” published by the Religious Tract Society,
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OBSERVANDA.

IN proper names the letters should be pronounced as follows:—
. as in father; ¢ as in there; 7 as in ravine; o as in go; % as in
lunar ; and the diphthongs a7 and e as 7in hide. The consonants
are pronounced as in English, save that 4% is guttural, as ¢/ in the
Scotch locZ.

Unless otherwise stated :—

1. The dates are given according to English reckoning, being in
advance of the Russian by twelve days.

2. English weights and measures are to be understood.

3. Degrees of temperature are expressed according to the scale of
Fahrenheit.

The ordinary paper rouble is reckoned at two shillings, its value
at the time of the Author’s visit; but before the Russo-Turkish war
in 1877, it was worth between half-a-crown and three shillings.

The Russian paper rouble (or roo kopecks) equals 2 shillings English.

” SilVCl' » 2 3 i) ”

’ vershok »»  1°75 inches ,,

’ arshin » 28 inches ,,

» sajen ” 7 feet ”

» verst (500 sajens) »» 663 mile ,,

’ desiatin (2,400 sq. sajens) » 286 acres.

” sq. verst » ‘43949 sq. mile.

» zolotnik (96 dols) equals 2°41 drams avoirdupois.

” pound 14°43 ounces.

" pood ” 36 1bs.

s garnet 2 34 peck.

» vedro » 2'7 Imperial gallons, or
325 gallons of wine.

” chetvert » *72 quarter.

For Asiatic moneys, weights, and measures, see p. 682.



RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA,

INCLUDING

KULDJA, BOKHARA, KHIVA, AND MERV.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY.

Intention to cross the Steppe frustrated in 1879.—Considered afresh in
1882.—Distribution of religious literature desirable.—Reasons for
and against the venture.—The way cleared.—My objects chiefly
religious.—Help of Bible and Tract Societies.—Plans in relation
thereto.—Additional objects.—Failure anticipated by some.—Fears
entertained by others.—The start.

HEN passing through Ekaterineburg in 1879,
I heard of a people in the south, wandering
about in so primitive a condition with their flocks and
herds, that, when among them, one might fancy himself
on a visit to the Hebrew patriarchs. This so far
interested me that I determined, on my way back, to
pass through the Kirghese country from Omsk to
Orenburg. But I was prevented from doing this by
journeying all across Asia, making a circuit of the
world. Once more safe home, so far was it from my
~ wish to travel extensively again, that I had asked my
VOL. I. I
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friends to look out for me a suitable sphere of parish
work.

My Siberian experience, however, had fostered in
my mind another idea, which, on the Pacific, came to
maturity. I had taken notes to serve possibly for
public correspondence, or for a book, and during the
voyage between Japan and San Francisco, I read
my experiences to some of my fellow-passengers in
the saloon. Among these evening audiences was Sir
Harry Parkes, K.C.B., then our Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary in Japan, who, seeing
that my story was so different from that commonly
believed respecting Siberia, thought that such testi-
mony, if published, might do something towards
softening the asperity which then existed between
England and Russia, and his Excellency further re-
minded me that there are important means of doing
good, and many “missions” in life, other than those
of our religious societies. This thought reconciled me,
on my return, to the expenditure of the inside of
many weeks in writing my book, whilst on Sundays 1
officiated at a neighbouring church. When the book
was finished, I was invited to the pastoral charge of
a contemplated parochial district, and whilst this was
under consideration, I was pounced upon to be editor
in a proposed religious literary undertaking. Thus
1882 dawned upon me, seemingly, with an open door
on either hand, whilst the desire to journey through
Central Asia was smouldering in my breast. Neither
the pastoral nor the literary undertaking was carried
out, and it then remained for me to consider whether
I should go to Central Asia.

I gave a day to weighing the question, and, taking
the Russian kalendar and'the post-book, elicited from
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them that a traveller passing from Orenburg by the
post-road round Russian Central Asia (without entering
Kuldja, Bokhara, or Khiva) would traverse eight
provinces, with a total population of 4,908,000,* and
that he would pass through upwards of 20 towns with
populations varying from 1,000 to 80,000, besides 300
villages and post-stations. Of all these towns I knew
of only one (or perhaps two) to which the British and
Foreign Bible Society had been able to send a con-
signment of Scriptures, and, judging from my experience
in other parts of the Empire, I fully anticipated that
the prisons, hospitals, barracks, and schools would be
insufficiently supplied, or not supplied at all, with the
Scriptures or other religious reading. It seemed to
me, therefore, that a general distribution of such
literature would be a blessing to the people, and
remembering that, according to Russian law, no foreign
missionaries may labour in the Empire, there appeared
to be the greater reason, from my point of view, for
spreading the written Word where the spoken word
could not go.

Having thus made out a case of need, the next
question was, “ Am / the man to go?” Towards an
answer in the affirmative the following considerations
pointed :—1. My previous experience had been a
training, and I possessed certain preliminary advan-
tages for such a work, because, having been five times
on a like holiday errand, and so become known to the
Russian authorities, it might be that, though they have
restrained others from going to Central Asia, they

* Uralsk . . . 355,000 | Semirechia . . 541,000
Turgaisk . . 636,000 | Ferghana . . 964,000
Akmolinsk . . 382,000 | Zarafshan . - 172,000
Semipolatinsk . 603,000 —

Syr-Daria . . 1,235,000 4,908,000
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would perhaps allow ¢ to do so. 2. The condition
of Russo-English political affairs favoured the project
being attempted at once, for the *“ Eastern Question”
raised again might cause the Russians to object. 3.
If1did not go, I had no reason to suppose that anyone
else would.

The first of these reasons weighed with me heavily,
all the more so perhaps because of a short extract
from Carlyle which had come under my notice a few
days previously. It was this :—“ Modern majesty
consists in work. What a man can do is his greatest
ornament, and he always consults his dignity by doing
it,” and when I looked at the third consideration in
the light of a higher teaching, “ To him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin,” I felt
that my disinclination thereto must give way if I saw
anything like an outward call to the work. If my
thoughts were providential leadings, and not mere
cogitations, I thought I might reasonably expect that
my outward surroundings would in some way be
adapted to the work before me. Now I calculated
that, if the journey could be accomplished in from four
to five months, it might cost at least £ 400, and, though
I did not see it to be my duty to bear the whole expense
of the undertaking, yet I resolved that if the cost of
travel were forthcoming, from whence I did not know,
I was prepared to give my time and energy. And in
this direction my way was cleared in the next few
days, for, having put my project on paper, I showed it
to a friend, who urged me to go, and offered £zo
towards the expenses. [ then submitted my plans to
the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society,
who had been wishing to extend their work into Siberia
(especially since my return from thence), and who
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desired also te penetrate to other new regions as
opportunity offered. The Committee had on several
occasions given me introductions to their agents, and
grants of books for my holiday tours, together with a
sum of money on one occasion towards the cost of
carriage of the books, and they now hailed with thanks
my new proposal. In fact, so hearty was the reception
accorded to me, that my courage rose to the occasion,
and, instead of asking for a grant of £100,as [ intended,
I asked for £200, which was given me, and as [ left
the room a member of the Committee, to whom I was
a perfect stranger, offered me £50 more. I then told
my story to the Committee of the Religious Tract
Society, whose generous grants have encouraged me
to distribute more than 100,000 of their publications,
and they gave me £100, which, with 410 sent un-
asked for by another friend, led me to decline with
thanks another proffered cheque, on the plea that I
thought I had enough.

Here, then, end the esoteric antecedents of my
journey to Central Asia, which I'have been telling the
reader in my sanctum. If in so doing I seem to have
obtruded what may be regarded as private affairs, I
would urge that I have thought it right that the
societies which gave me help should receive a public
recognition thereof, whilst, as for my personal motives,
I see no good reason to withhold them. One of the
critics of ““ Through Siberia” wrote: “The utmost
commendation must be given to the reverend author,
not only for his personal work, but for the good taste
that has impelled him to describe his religious labours
in language understanded of the laity.” That this was
written by a kindly pen I am sure; but, [ suppose, a
perverse mind might misinterpret it to mean that I
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had said too little of my religious labours. Some of
my friends thought so. But I did not then set out to
write a missionary’s report, nor am I doing so now,
though I wish it to be clearly understood that the
religious character of my journey was paramount. It
heightened every pleasure, and softened what perhaps
I may not call hardships, but my every inconvenience
and fatigue, whilst, in reviewing the whole, it is incom-
parably that portion of the expedition which affords
me the greatest amount of present satisfaction.

The object, then, of my journey, so far as the Bible
and Tract societies are concerned, was fourfold :—

1. In 1879, besides distributing more than 50,000
tracts and other religious publications, I gave to the
authorities more than sufficient copies of the New
Testament and the four Gospels, to enable them to
place one (sometimes more) in every room of every
prison and every hospital in all Siberia, so that, where
my directions have been properly carried out, every
prisoner and hospital patient ought to have within
reach at all times of the day, and without having to
ask for it from the library, a copy of some portion of the
Word of God. In 1882 I wished to do the same for
the prisons and hospitals of Russian Central Asia, thus
completing my work for the whole of Asiatic Russia.

2. Besides supplying the prisons, hospitals, and
other public institutions with religious literature, I was
anxious to do something of a similar character for the
many thousands of Russian exiles, who are compulsory
colonists, or who, after a short term in prison, are
released to colonize in remote parts of Siberia, where
it is all but impossible for them to procure religious
books. 1 hoped to effect this by making some arrange-
ment of a permanent character, by which books might
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be distributed to these exiles as they pass through
Tiumen, the general dep6t, whence they are forwarded
to their far-distant destinations.

3. As I should be passing through regions where
the Bible is all but unknown, and religious tracts
unheard of—where, moreover, the people might not
have another opportunity of procuring them locally
for many years—I wished generally to sell and dis-
tribute as many as possible.

4. My route lying through new countries, I was to
inquire what need there existed for making new
translations, and to see what openings presented
themselves for promoting generally the objects of
the two societies.

These were my religious aims; but if I had in-
tended to make them the boundary of my horizon, my
friends were determined that they should not remain
so. One asked me to make a collection of flower
seeds, botanical specimens, beetles and butterflies. -1
replied that I should not remain long enough in the
different places for this, and that it would be a
curious telegram to send on ahead to a stranger,
‘“ Please have in readiness for me, on such a day
and hour, half-a-dozen horses, the samovar for tea,
and—a collection of the butterflies, beetles, and plants
of the neighbourhood!” My friend, however, urged
that the pursuit of the required game would be a
healthful recreation for the parties concerned, and I
accordingly gave a vague promise that I would see
what could be done. Then, my friend Mr. Henry
Howorth, learning that I was going among his dear
“ Mongols,” of whom he has written so voluminously,
not only tried to interest me in them, but set on
me /zs friend, Mr. Augustus Franks, F.S.A., who
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honoured me by a request that I would collect for
him ethnographical specimens and antiquities for the
British Museum. Added to this, I thought I might
perhaps search with success for Hebrew manuscripts
in Bokhara. My neighbour, Mr. Glaisher, F.R.S., of
meteorological fame, as on a previous occasion, lent
me some of his instruments for taking observations ;
and, besides all this, I had sundry editorial friends,
who wished me to see and take notes of everything
possible, and write to them something thereon.

Of course, there were not wanting those who
thought my project a hopeless one. Had not other
Englishmen tried in vain to penetrate to Russian
Central Asia? And was not one of them—a clergy-
man, too, who proceeded by stealth as far as
Tashkend—ordered to be off within four-and-twenty
hours? Did I then expect to get to Bokhara? to
which, on one occasion when I answered in the
affirmative, my questioner sank back in his chair with
a look indicating that he deemed it utterly useless to
have anything more to say to me.

But, besides these of little faith, there were some
of my older friends who looked back 40 years, and
recalled that the last two Englishmen who entered
Bokhara were put to death, and that Dr. Wolff, who
went to ascertain their fate, nearly lost his life. By
them I was thought to be entering on a dangerous
enterprise ; but I was able to assure them that I had
not the slightest intention of putting my head into the
lion’s mouth merely for the satisfaction of saying that
I had done so, and that, unless I had not only the
permission, but the cordial support of the Russians, I
should probably not enter Bokhara. If however, I
am to be candid, I must admit that I was not without
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fear. I realized it to be the most dangerous journey
I had undertaken, to this extent, at all events, that as
our worthy forefathers used to make their wills before
setting out on a journey from York to London, so I
copied their example, and set my house in order. I
then committed myself into His keeping in whose
name I was going forth, and—started.



CHAPTER II
FROM LONDON 70 THE URALS.

Five routes to Central Asia.—Departure for Petersburg.—Favourable
reception.—Official letters and favours.—Scientific acquaintances
and introductions.—Departure for Moscow.—National Exhibition
and St. Saviour’s Cathedral.—Mr. Alfred Sevier as interpreter.—
Our arrival at Perm.—Purchase of tarantass and medicines.—De-
parture for the Urals.—Tract distribution.—Arrested and brought
back to Perm.—Examined and released with apologies.—My own
fault,—Exaggerated reports in newspapers.—A fresh start.

HERE are at least five routes between London

and Russian Central Asia, The most southerly

of these would be by the Mediterranean to the Tigris
valley, through Persia to Meshed, and then across the
desert by Merv and Charjui to Bokhara, and Samarkand.
By this route I thought perhaps to have returned, but
was assured, by Russians and natives alike, that it would
be next to impossible for me to escape the Turkomans
between the Oxus and Merv, The second route is
that by which I came back; namely, Odessa and the
Crimea, across the Caucasus and Caspian to Krasno-
vodsk, then by camels to Khiva, whence there is a
caravan road to Bokhara, or another on Russian
territory through Petro-Alexandrovsk and Jizak to
Tashkend. He should be a sturdy traveller, however,
who would attempt this route. A third way would be
by rail to Orenburg, and then following the post-road
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along the Syr-daria to Tashkend. This is the best
route in autumn, but a difficult one in spring, by reason
of floods and lack of horses. The fourth route, which
I thought at first to follow, is from Orenburg to Omsk
and Semipolatinsk, and so past Lake Balkhash and
Vierny to Tashkend. My plans for the exiles, however,
rendered it necessary that I should go to Tiumen, and
I therefore followed the fifth route, which, though
longest, is, in spring, decidedly the easiest, namely, by
rail to Nijni Novgorod, by steamer to Perm, by rail
and post to Tiumen, whence steamers ply on the Irtish
to Semipolatinsk, and so onwards by posting as in the
previous route. '

I left London on the evening of the 26th June 1882,
and, three evenings later, reached Petersburg, to find
at the terminus the English tutor of the Grand Duke
Michael, uncle of the Emperor, whose wife, the Grand
Duchess Olga, had thus honoured me by sending to
inquire when I could come out to the Mzckailovsky
dacka, or summer palace, to lunch. I named the
morrow, and was then privileged to renew an acquaint-
anceship formed two years previously at Borjom, when
[ asked permission of the Grand Duke Michael to
place copies of the Scriptures in the prisons and
hospitals of the Caucasus. His Imperial Highness
heard with interest of my projected journey, warned
me that I should be unable to pass from Charjui to
Merv (though I might reach the latter, he thought,
from the Russian side), and kindly gave me a letter
of introduction to Count Tolstoy, the Minister of the
Interior.

I had sent to this statesman, as head of the prison
department, a few days previously, a copy of my
“Through Siberia,” so that with him the tongue of
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good report had already been heard in my favour; and
upon presenting my letter on the 1st of July, the
Count’s opening words to me were of thanks for the
book, which, notwithstanding the pressure of official
duties, he said he had found leisure to peruse, and had
done so with the greatest pleasure. The Count then
listened to the story of my projected tour, asked what
I wanted, and said, “I will do all that I can to help
you.” Thus, providentially, I had leaped into the right
quarter at a bound, and within eight-and-forty hours
of my reaching Petersburg had virtually obtained per-
mission to do what I wished.

A few days later I received an official letter of
thanks for my book, and also a separate commendatory
letter (not one circular document, as in previous years)
to the governor of each of the provinces through which
I was to pass.

The Count had thus redeemed his promise, but I
made bold to ask another favour, and a great one,—so
great, indeed, that I did not until afterwards realize
its magnitude. I begged to be allowed to see the
political prison in the fortress of SS. Peter and Paul.
Count Tolstoy at first said “No,” but subsequently I
was allowed to do so, and I shall give hereafter an
account of what I saw; but I may add that, as I was
leaving the prison, [ asked one of the officials if visitors
like myself were often thus admitted. He replied that
he had been there 22 years, and had never seen one
before |

But there were other magnates to be seen, especially
one who happened to be in Petersburg—I mean General
Tchernaieff, then recently appointed Governor-General
of Turkistan. Here I have thankfully to acknowledge
the help of a letter from our Foreign Office to the
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English Ambassador, Sir Edward Thornton, K.C.B.,
who had left the capital a few days previously for the
country, but who was represented by Lord Frederick
Hamilton. Lord Frederick most kindly procured for
me, from the Asiatic department, a letter to the
Governor-General, which, on being presented, was
duly honoured, and I was furnished with an open
document that made me the envy of several would-be
travellers in Turkistan. After this a letter was given
me from the Post Office authorities to assist me in
procuring horses, and thus my official papers were
complete.

But I could not yet start for lack of an interpreter,
and I wished to procure numerous introductions. Here
the letters of my scientific friends, and my preparations
for the execution of their commissions, stood me in
good stead. The Grand Duke Nicolai, eldest son of
the Grand Duke Michael, is an ardent lepidopterist,
and has a magnificent collection of butterflies. His
Imperial Highness introduced me to his curator, Dr.
Gustav Sievers, who gave me sundry hints and aids, as
also did Dr. Strauch, the Director of the Zoological
Museum, to whom I was introduced by Mr. Vessilovski,
the Secretary of the Academy of Sciences. The
Imperial Geographical Society is an influential asso-
ciation in Russia, and extends its operations over a
wider field of science than its name implies. From Mr.
Vice-President Semenoff, and the obliging Secretary,
Mr. V. J. de Sreznevski, I obtained many introduc-
tions. I made, too, the acquaintance of Baron Osten-
Sacken, Director of the House of the General Staff;
Baron Rosen, Professor of Oriental Literature; Dr.
Regel, the Director of the Botanical Gardens; Dr.
Albert Harkavy, of the Imperial Library; and Private
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Councillor .Grimm, an antiquarian, whom I found in
the department of coins in the Hermitage ; as also of
several literary gentlemen, all of whom received me
kindly, and most of whom gave me or put me in the
way of procuring information respecting the little-
known parts whither I was proceeding.

But to Petersburg, indeed, was a ‘“far cry’’ from
Central Asia, and I hoped to feel nearer at Moscow,
as there was the chance of meeting persons from the
East, and, as I hoped, about to return. This anticipa-
tion was fulfilled on the first evening I was there, for
whilst in Kamensky’s office, arranging about the
carriage of my books, there came in two men of dark
complexion, whom I ventured to ask from whence
they hailed. They said they came from Bokhara, and
told me of two others from the same place staying in
Moscow.  Afterwards, strangely enough,-as I was
leaving the office, there passed by a Jew, whom I
saluted and found that he, too, was a dweller in
the city of the Emir. These men gave me sundry
pieces of valuable information, and cleared up several
obscure points, so that already some of the dangers
I had supposed to becloud my way began to dis-
perse. :

There were two sights at Moscow I wished to see
in passing, namely, the National Exhibition, and the
new Cathedral of the Saviour. I had the advantage
of visiting the former with our obliging Vice-Consul,
Mr. N. W. Hornstedt, who had intended to draw up
a report with a view to giving such information
respecting the exhibition as would be interesting to
English men of commerce. The exhibition was sup-
posed to be restricted to manufactures and productions
of the Russian Empire, upon which feature the Mus-
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covites plumed themselves duly, though the boast
would not bear too rigid an investigation, for one
wickedly disposed might twit his Russian friends by
reminding them that some of the things they claimed
for their own were in reality the outcome of English
brains and hands, as, for instance, an excellent boiler
made in the Baltic Provinces, and so admissible to the
exhibition, but fabricated of English plates by British
workmen. [ must not be tempted to enlarge upon
details, but will only add that the sight, as a whole,
interested me exceedingly, illustrating, as it did so
vividly, the enormous size and immense fecundity of
the Empire. The products of the frigid stood side by
side with those of regions near the torrid zone, and
there seemed to be no variety of human wants which
Russia was unable to supply either from above or
below ground.

As for the Cathedral of the Saviour, built in Ancient
Russian or rather Grzco-Byzantine style, a remarkable
fact in my eyes was that it had been erected in a
single lifetime, and that there was given to the people
of Moscow, what falls to the lot of few generations
to see—a grand cathedral new in all its parts. The
building, covering an area of 73,000 square feet,
awaited consecration, and ‘was rigidly closed to the
public, except by special order of the Governor, with
which I was favoured. I will mention only a few
data to show on what magnificent lines it has been
built. Thus, on the exterior of the building, goo lbs.
of gold were used for overlaying its five cupolas. Of
its 13 bells the largest weighs half as much again as
“Great Paul”’ in London, and the doors of the temple,
of which the largest weighs 13 tons, cost £62,000.
As for the interior, I have seen most of the celebrated
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cathedrals in Europe, but I know of nothing so exquisite
as St. Saviour’s. It reminded me most of the interior
of Santa Sophia, at Constantinople. The floor is of
marble, and the walls are lined with exquisite varieties
of the same material, the entire cost of marble alone
having exceeded £300,000. Round the cupola are
two rows of 1,240 candelabra, placed there at a cost
of nearly £40,000, and nearly as much as this was
expended on the materials and workmanship of the
altar space, without reckoning its ikons and pictures,
of which latter the church is full. This costly fane
has been erected at a cost of two and a quarter million
pounds sterling, and is said to be capable of accom-
modating 10,000 worshippers.

I was able, in Moscow, to add to my store of intro-
ductions, and would gladly have pushed forward, only
that I had not yet lighted upon a suitable interpreter.
Thanks to the kindness of friends who had been on
the look-out before my arrival, I found several in
Petersburg who were willing at first to go, but sub-
sequently some were alarmed at reports of Turkistan
tigers and fevers; others were weak in Russian, in
English, or in health ; whilst a fourth, who would have
made hardly a companion, but an energetic courier,
was eventually kept back by the entreaties of his
wife. I had called one morning at Messrs. Egerton
Hubbards’ to inquire for an interpreter, and was
driving away almost in despair, and wondeéring that my
way in other things should have been made so clear,
whilst in. this it seemed blocked, when a gentleman
named Sevier drove alongside my droshky, and said
he had heard I needed an interpreter. He was
doubtful as to whether he could offer his own services,
but if not, he thought his brother at Vienna might like
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to go. This was on the 8th July, and I left Peters-
burg on the 11th, with this offer in reserve to be
arranged by correspondence or telegram, if [ met with
no one more suitable at Moscow, Here again were
two or three who would have liked to go, one of
whom I had added as a second string to my bow,
when, on the morning of the day I was to proceed on
a short visit to the interior, I received a telegram from
Petersburg that Mr, Alfred Sevier was willing to join
me from Vienna. My mind was so evenly balanced
between the claims of two persons that I knew not
how to decide; but at length I telegraphed, * Please
let him come immediately, and catch me as quickly
as he can”; and this Mr, Sevier did on the steamer
going to Perm, where we arrived on the 29th of July.

We were met by an Englishman, Mr. Parsons, junr.,
who, with his young wife, accorded us a hearty and
hospitable welcome, and ascisted me in the important
purchase of a tarantass, or travelling carriage, which
was expected to carry us 3,000 miles, and to be our
dwelling and sleeping place for a long succession of
days and nights. Of two Mr, Parsons had selected
for my approval, I chose the larger, its extreme inside
measurements being 6 ft. 8in. long, by 3 ft. 8in. wide,
and 4 ft. 41in. from the floor to the top of the hood. It
was not quite new, but came from the best of builders
—Romanoff, of Kazan—and notwithstanding that it
cost me heavily for carriage from Perm, it proved an
excellent bargain, though had I not bought it on
such favourable terms, I should have done better
under ordinary circumstances to.have obtained one
in Ekaterineburg.

Perm was to be the last town we passed through
before leaving Europe, so that I took the opportunity
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to make a few purchases, whilst Mrs. Parsons kindly
added to our eatables a valuable store of cherry jam.
Mr. Alfred Hynam Sevier, M.B., proved to be a
physician who had just finished his studies at Edinburgh,
Paris, and Vienna. It struck me accordingly as highly
proper—nay, also having Scriptural precedent—that
the practice .of divinity and medicine should. go. to-
gether, and [ therefore commissioned my companion
to invest a sovereign in drugs, so that we might physic
right and left as occasion might require or oppor-
tunity might serve. 'We were then ready to proceed;
and on the evening of the 3oth, Mr. and Mrs. Parsons,
in Russian fashion, accompanied us to the station to
see us off. The occasion was almost a grand one. I
was introduced to the station-master, who showed every
disposition to make us comfortable. The manager of
one of the steamboat companies was there, and gave
me sundry pieces of advice respecting my journey.
So, too, was the principal doctor in the town, whom I
had met in 1879, and he had brought with him a
worthy notary, who wished to give me a box of
beetles and butterflies, whilst I was besides presented
to a general officer, the brand new Governor of Irkutsk,
on his way to take up his appointment; and all this
before the ¢/ize of Perm, who, in their best attire, were
promenading the spacious platform. One result was
I fear that, for the time being, I lost my head, and
forgot to mention to the authorities a little plan I had
in hand, the disastrous results of which omission will
presently be seen. Moreover, as, by some means un-
known to me, an allusion thereto got into the Russian
and Enghsh newspapers, 1 shall give my narration
somewhat in detail.

My books and tracts, as already hinted, were sent
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before me to Moscow, and as I found on arriving there
that [ could send them by heavy transit to Tiumen, I
did so, intending to make no distribution in European
Russia. I determined thus for two reasons; partly
because of the unquiet state of the country, and the
temporary trouble and delay I might bring upon my-
self by distributing pamphlets; but more out of
deference to what 1 believe I may:<all the conviction
of the Committees of the Bible and"Religious Tract
Societies, that in localities where their colporteurs are
at work, the profuse and indiscriminate distribution of
Bibles and tracts is a hindrance to the success of their
agents, inasmuch as the people decline to buy, and
sometimes fail to value religious reading, which they
can now and again get without so much as asking
for it.

An amiable friend, however, had suggested, and I
readily consented, that I should take a small bag of
bundles of tracts, neatly wired together, supposed to
be suitable for offering to thoughtful persons here and
there, rather than for scattering by handfuls every-
where ; and these were to be distributed on my way
to join my boxes gone before.

Accordingly I commenced operations at the first
railway station out of Perm, but warily; for, from
experience, I anticipated that if, whilst the train were
standing, I commenced distribution, I should be sur-
rounded with applicants, and the contents of my bag
left nearly all in one village. I therefore waited till
the train was on the move, leaned out of the window,
and placed a bundle of tracts in the hand of the gen-
darme on duty. At the next station I acted similarly,
offering the packet to the red-capped station-master,
who ran forward to take it, but suddenly stopped,
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whereupon I threw the parcel at his feet. After this
it became dusk; so we arranged our cushions and
“turned in ” for the night.

All went peaceably enough till the train stopped at
Chusovaia, 80 miles from Perm, about two o’clock in
the morning, when a gendarme, on the track of a
supposed Nihilist, put his head into the compartment ;
but, over-awed, I suppose, by the respectable appearance
of the persons within, withdrew and closed the door.
Presently he came again, but, his heart still failing him,
he once more retired. On his third attempt, however,
he caught sight of the tracts on the rack and asked if
we had any books. Thinking, in the innocency of my
heart, that he was in quest of spiritual food, I said
“Certainly,” and graciously offered him some. Buthe
looked severe, and said that we and our baggage must
all come out to be examined. I laughed, and showed
him, and the station-master who had entered, my official
permission to distribute religious literature. The
station-master seemed to see that all was right, but the
gendarme stuck to his prey like a leech, and pulled
from behind his cuff a telegram sent from a previous
station by one of his fraternity. I then went to the
General, who was in another carriage, and asked his
influence to set me right. His Excellency came, stood
at his full height (which was not diminutive), and intro-
duced himself to the station-master as * the Governor
of Irkutsk.” He also read the telegram, but, shaking
his head, said he could not help me, for it was written
in the despatch that “ proclamations™ (that is Nihilistic
pamphlets) had been found in the tracts I had given
away. [ replied that it was all “stuff and nonsense.”
“ That is precisely what you have to go and prove,” he
answered.  ““But it will lose me four-and-twenty
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hours,” T said. ‘“ Better that,” he replied, “ than four-
and-twenty days ” : upon which I gave in, and allowed
my hand baggage to be brought into the waiting-room,
whilst our tarantass, with portmanteaus, etc., went
forward.

We had now to wait for “ the next train up,” due in
about two hours, thus giving us time to telegraph
forward to a friend to look after our coming luggage,
and to Mr. Parsons, to say that we were returning
under arrest to Perm. As we sat in the restaurant we
were curiously eyed by the public generally, and a posse
of gendarmes, who at length suggested that we should
change our quarters, for that it was “snfra dzg.” for
gentlemen to be thus watched by policemen in a first-
class waiting-room ; to which I replied that e did not
feel in the least ashamed, and I put on a cheerful look
accordingly. Further, to improve the occasion, and as
the gendarmes appeared to have nothing to do, we
offered them to read some of the dreadful pamphlets
that had caused our arrest, but they were afraid
(probably of each other), and said they dared not
accept them.

When the train came up we were placed in a com-
partment with a gendarme to guard us. He was a good-
natured, respectful sort of fellow, but not very clear
in intellect. I said that we had sent forward many
thousands of tracts to distribute, which intelligence he
somehow muddled up with the supposition that we
were going to print them. Now the Russian word for
a printing establishment, if transliterated into English,
is “typography,” and as this word was “much of a
muchness ” with a similar word that had at some time
passed through the gendarme’s brain, he inquired
whether we were going to set up a photography! We
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assured him we intended nothing so seditious ; and, on
finding that he had children, I offered him a New
Testament and some tracts, which he stuffed into his
pockets, and at the next station was relieved by
another of four gendarmes who were in attendance
upon us. We were next under charge of the little
ferret-faced fellow who carried the telegram, and was
somewhat disposed to give himself airs. Presently he
wanted to smoke, which I forbade. He then went to
do so in the gangway, leaving open the door, which I
rose and not very gently shut. He promptly re-opened
it, whereupon I stamped my foot, and if I did not
shake my fist I let him see unmistakably that I would
not have the atmosphere about me defiled, where-
upon he made some remark about my being an
Englishman, and caved in. We then sent the little
man to Coventry, which exercised on him a subduing
effect, so that ere we reached Perm he was getting
quite obsequious, for he began to suspect that he had
made a mistake.

On arriving at the terminus about nine o'clock,
Mr. Parsons and the station-master, true to friends in
adversity, were there to meet us, and we were asked
to be seated in the gendarmes’ chamber, where presently
arrived the Police Captain and the Procureur of the
Town. The Captain’s hair was all sixes and sevens;
he was smoking, and looked as if he might have been
out all night on the spree ; whilst “ Monsieur le Pro-
cureur ’ was faultlessly clothed in a dress-coat of black,
with gold buttons and green velvet collar, with a white
tie of spotless purity, and carried an important-looking
portfolio He wore the dignified air of a man who
had serious business in hand, and after allowing him
to settle himself, I opened fire by saying,— \
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“Well, gentlemen, you have brought us back : pray,
what have I been doing ?”

“You have been distributing proclamations.”

““Very good ; where are they ?” said L.

“We have sent for them, but the man has not yet
come.”’

Here, then, things were stayed, for my accuser
was six miles away. I therefore led off in another
direction, and produced various documents I had about
me, such as the open letter of General Tchernaieff, and
an old one of the Minister of the Interior, and I said
that I had on my previous journey distributed more
than 50,000 books and pamphlets in Siberia. I also
showed an autograph letter addressed to me by
the Grand Duchess Olga, the official letter of Count
Tolstoy, and a communication from the Russian
Ambassador in London, thanking me for a copy of my
book presented to the Emperor. This heavy artillery
soon began to tell. The Captain allowed that from
my permission it was clear I had a right to distribute
the tracts, and the Procureur observed that it was
exceedingly unlikely that persons with such letters in
possession would be distributing proclamations. An-
other thought appeared then to seize him, and he
asked whether I knew any priest in the town, and I,
without sufficient thought, answered “ No.”

“ Was there a priest on board the steamer when you
came before ?”

“Oh, yes!” I said, “ I remember, he wished me to
get a book he had recently published translated into
English.”

“Ah!” said the Procureur, gazing hard at me, “I
remember you now, for I also was on board; but at
that time you wore a beard!”’
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I produced evidence thereof by showing one of my
old photographs.

“Yes, to be sure,” he said, as he looked at the
picture ; and then he added, in soliloquy, “ What an
apostolic face | ” causing us, of course, to laugh ; after
which he told the Captain there was no ground for
bringing an accusation against us, and that, in fact,
they had rendered themselves liable to be sued. The
Procureur then asked pardon for having detained us,
and pleaded the excited state of the country as an
excuse, whilst the Captain in turn screened himself
behind the over-zealousness of one of his subalterns.
It was now my turn to be gracious, and I took blame
to myself (which I really deserved) for not having
mentioned to the station-master before I started what
I was going to do, for then all would have gone
smoothly enough, but the narrow limits of my intended
distribution caused me, I suppose, to forget it. We
~were then asked to sign a protocol to be kept in the
‘archives, giving the particulars of our arrest, saying that
two Englishmen had passed through Perm, that one of
them threw a bundle of publications in one instance, and
in another handed some, from the train, but that the
publications on being examined proved to be religious
pamphlets, bearing titles such as followed, and so we
parted with mutual apologies and shaking of hands.

One of my abettors present was greatly disgusted
with “these Russians,” as he called them, and ex-
pressed his opinion that the gendarme who sent the
telegram would “ get it hot,” or perhaps be dismissed.
I asked in the evening whether the informer had made
his appearance, but was told that the party were so
ashamed of themselves that they were taking care to
keep out of my way. I had, however, broken the law
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in throwing printed matter from a train in motion, a
regulation that in the excited state of the country was
reasonable enough, but which I did not know to be an
offence. The gendarme, moreover, who received the
tracts was in the main right, for the Nihilists are very
subtil, and not only put seditious leaflets into duly
authorized tracts to distribute, but I have heard on good
authority of a Bible having been seen, beginning with
Genesis and ending with Revelation, but filled in with
—Nihilistic matter! The telegram, therefore, of the
gendarme sent to his chief, and read by the Caprain at
Perm, was so far correct, and seemed to say that our
books should be examined because he thought they
might contain proclamations, whereas in sending after
us he seemed to have muddled his grammar, and said
that the tracts distributed 2%z contain proclamations.
The matter was then dismissed from my mind till
we returned to Europe, and found that first the Russian
and then the English newspapers, not content with my
arrest, had been putting me into prison, one of them
so fast as to declare it was only by the intercession of
the Duchess of Edinburgh that | was released! Thus
my friends might well congratulate me, as they did on
my return, at having been liberated. As a matter of
fact, however, though twice arrested for distributing
tracts, I have never been imprisoned, and in this case
the authorities did everything in their power to repair
the damage. Our railway tickets were allowed to
stand, a first-class compartment was secured for us and
marked ‘““reserved,” and the guards paid us every
attention. Thus we had a ride of 160 miles free of
charge, as well as the pleasure of a little excitement,
and started by the next train, once more to attempt,
and this time successfully, the crossing of the Urals.



CHAPTER IIL
FROM THE URALS 10 OMSK.

Books overtaken: their numbers, kinds, and languages.—Acquaintance-
ships renewed at Tiumen.—Success of former efforts.—Books for
future supply of exiles.—Testimonies to their thankfulness for
Scriptures distributed.—Final equipment, and introductions.—
New Siberian steamer.—Mr. Ignatoff’s generosity..—River voyage.
—Sale of books on deck.—Ilnterview with Governor of Tobolsk.—
Visit to cemetery and Archbishop.—Voyage up the Irtish.—Cheap
provisions, —Fellow-passengers.—Arrival at Omsk.

’: KATERINEBURG is the railway terminus at
4 - which the traveller arrives in passing from
Perm into Asia, but here we stayed only four-and-
twenty hours, before posting to Tiumen, which
we reached on August 4th. At Tiumen I found my
books, and that not a moment too soon, for by a
clerk’s mistake they were shipped for Tomsk, a blunder
which, had it not been detected, would have cost us
at least 2 month’s delay. Here [ may mention that,
before starting for Central Asia, it was more difficult
than when going to Siberia, to form a correct estimate
as to how many publications I could carry and properly
dispose of, and in what languages and dialects they
would be required. The committees of the two societies
kindly placed at my disposal such a number of their
books respectively as seemed desirable, and practicable,
and I wrote to the Rev. W. Nicholson my faithful
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ally, who has always been so ready to help me, in
Petersburg, to get ready 5,000 Scriptures, 10,000
Russian tracts, 1,000 copies of a monthly paper
called the Russian Workman, and an illustrated broad-
sheet entitled “The Prodigal Son.” These were to
be packed in strong wooden boxes, iron-hooped at the
ends, and corded; and when I arrived and found 30
of them awaiting me, to say nothing of personal
baggage and provisions, I confess to feeling a little
alarmed at the burden prepared for my back. The
Scriptures consisted of Bibles, Old Testaments, New
Testaments, the four Gospels (bound together and
singly), and the Book of Psalms. They were printed
in Russian, Sclavonic, Hebrew, Chinese, Mongolian,
Kirghese, Persian, Arabic, Turkish, Polish, German,
and French, and these, as I have said, I was able to
book through to Tiumen, where I hoped to deposit
a considerable number for distribution to the exiles.

It was very pleasant in this town to renew ac-
quaintanceships formed three years previously, which
I did first with an English family named Wardropper,
and then with Mr. Ignatoff, who contracts for the
carriage by water of the exiles to Tomsk, and
of soldiers to Semipolatinsk. This gentleman so
thoroughly approved of the object that led me to
Siberia in 1879, that, unasked, he took my luggage
free of cost, and after my departure gave every facility
on his barges for distribution of my books to the
exiles as each company embarked. Thus the Bibles
and tracts I had left behind had been carefully given
out under supervision, and I was pleased to hear that,
when my stock of Scriptures was exhausted, Mr.
Ignatoff had sent, at his own expense, for 200 more.
Specimen copies of the books and tracts had been sent
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to the Governor-General, as well as to the Governor
and the Archbishop of Tobolsk, who were pleased
with the work and with the books, and sanctioned
their distribution. A report of what had been done
was subsequently sent to them, Mr. Ignatoff informed
me. He was able to tell me also that the publications
had been much appreciated, and that on more than
one occasion the exiles had drawn up a written form
of thanks and signed their names. Many, too, had
thanked him individually. This testimony was con-
firmed by the officer who had charge of the prisoners
between Tiumen and Tomsk, and who said that the
books Ileft to remain permanently on the barges for
the use of prisoners were still there, and accessible to
them without having to be asked for. He mentioned,
too, incidentally, how little sickness there had been
on the barges that season. Eight barges had carried
6,000 prisoners a distance of nearly 2,000 miles. Only
2 (a child and an adult) had died on the passage, and
only 20 had been delivered invalided at Tomsk. Yet
another testimony pleasing to hear was that of Mr.
Wardropper, within sight of whose house the exiles are
shipped by thousands, who said that the general con-
dition of the prisoners, and the attention bestowed upon
them, had greatly improved during the past few years.

The question then remained as to what could be
done in the future for the thousands who every
summer pass through Tiumen to be scattered over
Siberia ; some to be made as colonists at once, and
others to spend first their terms in pricon or at the
mines. The Bible Society had not yet been able to
establish depdts in Siberia, east of the Urals, other
than at Ekaterineburg and Tomsk,* and although a

* A dep6t has since been established at Irgutsk.
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stray copy of the Scriptures might here and there be
found with the merchants in large towns, yet for the
mass of the banished it might be said that copies of
the Bible were unobtainable even by those willing
to buy them. It must have been no small boon,
therefore, during the preceding seasons, when, after
embarkation of the convicts, at the close of a religious
service before they left Tiumen, books and tracts were
handed to those who could read: and it was easy
to understand that, in many cases, the New Testa-
ment thus received had been carried to some distant
2zba or cabin, to form the library of the household,
or, indeed, the only copy of the sacred volume in the
village. Accordingly it was determined that there
should be left for distribution at and from Tiumen,
between 3,000 and 4,000 copies of the Scriptures,
and about half my stock of other publications, a
large proportion of which was to be given as before
to the exiles going east by the barges; whilst for the
7,000 who are annually distributed in the province
of Tobolsk, an invitation was to be given to the
vollost (or district) committees to purchase the books
at a cheap rate, and to sell them still cheaper to the
exiles living free ; and this on- the principle that a man
values a purchase more than a gift.

Of course we were not so Utopian as to suppose
that none of these would be put to a perverted use
or be placed in the hands of those who would not care
for them. The tracts, some have said, will be used
for cigarettes, and the Bibles be sold for vodéa (or
brandy), which,in some cases, would be quite probable.
It would be a rare field in which every seed came
to perfection. Nevertheless I am pleased to be able
to say that of the scores of thousands of tracts I have
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given away in Russia, I do not remember ever to
have seen one torn or defaced. Mr. Ignatoft's testi-
mony was similar : that among the exiles he had
never seen a New Testament spoiled, not even when
sold or taken to the dram shop. I had also the
independent testimony of an officer over soldiers that
guard the prisoners at Tiumen and Tobolsk, and who
had been connected with the transport of the exiles to
Tomsk, to the effect that when at Tobolsk he had
observed how glad the prisoners were to get the
books, and how pleased they were to read them.
Moreover, he knew no instance of their being torn;
but, on the contrary, he had known cases. of prisoners
come from Tiumen, who, on being searched at Tomsk,
were found to possess New Testaments hidden about
them, which they were allowed to keep. That the
prisoners may sell the books to each other, or the
exiles occasionally to those willing to buy them, is,
of course, possible ; but this surely is not an unmixed
evil, for it means that a portion of Scripture has passed
out of the hands of one who did not care for it into
the hands of one who does. I was, therefore, only
too thankful to leave a goodly store of books at
Tiumen, finding my friends willing to do with them
all that was possible and lawful.

[ was able at Tiumen to get a few more introduc-
tions for the south. ~As they now stand in my journal,
allocated under the respective towns where they were
to be presented, they amount in number to 255 : but
this includes documents of all sorts, official and private;
letters open and letters sealed ; cards “to introduce
Mr. So-and-So,”. and cards backed with miniature
epistles.  Moreover, they extended over a longer
route than I covered, for had the way to Central Asia
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been blocked, I was prepared for a run from Peters-
burg through Finland, and then to Persia, the Tigris
valley, Armenia, Constantinople, Greece, and Italy.
Another thing we obtained at Tiumen was a second
vehicle wherein to carry the books. Mr. Wardropper
ordered to be made for me a strong Zfelega or wago-
nette (though not in the English sense of the word),
which answered its purpose admirably. We obtained,
too, a few more provisions, but I found I had made
a mistake about tinned meat. This article is so heavy
that I had deferred its purchase as long as possible
on account of the inconvenience and expense of carry-
ing it as passenger’s luggage, and thinking to get it
at Ekaterineburg or Tiumen; but at neither town,
however, could I procure cans of beef, but only
relishes, such as tinned salmon and lobster, or g4 de
JSoze gras, and this last at a price to make one’s hair
stand on end. '

In a very short time we were ready to leave for
Omsk ; but the question arose, By water or by road?
Mr. Ignatoft’s steamer was not to start for some days,
and I was therefore inclined to post with horses. An
important factor, however, in my calculations was,
“Where can I meet General Kolpakovsky?’' the new
Governor-General of the Steppe, who had been resident
in the south at Vierny, and was said to be on his way
to Omsk, his future residence, but making official inspec-
tions en route. 1 had a letter for him, that an officer
at Moscow, who knew the country, had strictly
counselled me on no account to fail to present, in
order that I might receive the proper papers where-
with to enter Kuldja; ‘for,” said he, “so prejudiced
are the officials down there, that an autograph letter
from the Emperor himself will not gain you admission
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to Kuldja, if you have not one from General Kol-
pakovsky.” Accordingly, when one day Mr. Ignatoff
called on us to say that the Governor-General had left
Vierny only the day before, and that, travel as fast as
he would, he could not reach Omsk. before the date
on which the steamer was due, I determined to save
the shaking of my bones over that much of post-roads,
and to glide to Omsk on the Irtish. This Mr. Ignatoff
strongly urged, not, as will hereafter be seen, touting
for passengers, nor with an eye to business, but with
desire to perform a generous deed.

Our stay being thus prolonged, we had time to
visit the new commercial school, built at the cost of
Mr. Padaruyeff, the mayor, and in it the museum,
where was a good number of specimens of butterflies,
beetles, bees, and moths, collected locally by Mr.
Slovtsoff, to whom I had an introduction, but who
happened unfortunately to be away. We saw also a
good deal of the Wardroppers, who had just astonished
the natives with a steamer they had built, of 200 tons .
displacement, measuring 170 ft. by 22 ft., a hold 7 ft.
6 in. deep, and drawing only 28 in. of water.*

On the 1oth of August we were to leave Tiumen,
and Mr. Ignatoff gave a dinner in my honour, placing

* She had compound condensing engines, cylinder steam jacketed,
and fitted with Corliss gear, which Mr. Edward Wardropper had seen
in England, though not on steamers, and which he had adapted to that
end. The high-pressure cylinder was of 21 and the 1ow-pressure 38
inches in diameter, the stroke 48in., and the nominal horse power 8o.
All the working parts were of Bessemer steel, and the boilers made of
Siemens’ steel, worked to a pressure of from go to 1001bs. The engines
had been made at the Government steel factory, 500 miles away, at
Perm, but otherwise the whole was built in Siberia, where, as regards
her fittings of steel and Corliss gear, she was regarded as a novelty,
whilst owner and builders alike were pleased that she could tug against

" stream in 2 lighters, 16 tons to each horse power.
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me at the head of the table,* and Mr. Sevier opposite;
and when, later on, I went to the ticket office, there
was handed to me a free pass securing, as far as the
steamer could go, a first-class cabin with three berths,
free transport of my two vehicles and the whole of my
baggage! This I thought a proof of Mr. Ignatoff’s
sympathy with my work, and the more observable
because I was told that he was Russian to the back-
bone, and hated foreigners; moreover, that he would
probably rather have seen my work in the hands of his
own countrymen, but that as they did not do it, and I
did, he rose above his prejudices and acted in the
handsome manner I have described.

We left Tiumen in the small steamer Kapitan,
that carried us 60 miles down the shallow Tura
to its confluence with the Tobol, where we arrived
on the morning of the following day. We were
then transhipped into the Serapolets, a large, con-
venient, and comfortable boat. During the process of
shifting, I observed a man looking steadily at me,
whom [ recognized as the captain of the Beljetchenko,
in which I made the voyage three years previously
from Tobolsk to Tomsk. I was glad to find he had
not forgotten ‘‘ Mr. Missionary,” as he then called me,
I recognized also, among the passengers, the French
master at the Gymnase, whom I had met on my previous
visit to Tobolsk.

The holidays were drawing to a close, and several
masters and more scholars were returning for the open-
ing term. This gave me an opportunity, which I
embraced on the morrow, to sell some Bibles and tracts.

* The places of honour at the ends of the table do not appear to be
tenaciously reserved iz fke inferior, except at a wedding, when the
bridal pair are placed together at the end, or in the very middle, of the
table, with the bridesmaids and best men on either side.

VOL. I 3
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Opening a couple of boxes on deck, I was speedily
surrounded with purchasers of all classes, and among
them several ladies and ardent schoolboys. One
little fellow bought of me almost wholesale, and I am
afraid nearly emptied his pockets. The masters of the
gymnase bought copies in French and German, as did
some of the scholars, whilst the old-fashioned orthodox
took them in Sclavonic. There was a demand, too, for
Polish copies. The light in which my purchasers re-
garded me evidently varied widely. Some understood
that I was conducting a labour of love, but others
treated me as a merchant pure and simple. One
matter-of-fact old lady, of commercial principles truly
Russian, caused much amusement to the bystanders
by trying to beat me down. Having fixed upon her
book, she asked the price. “ Twenty-five kopecks,” I
replied. “But can’t you take twenty?” she said;
and, heedless of the laughter of the crowd, went on
haggling, till I, more anxious as to her future possession
of the book than the sum she paid, allowed her to
have it at her own price. When the sales began to
grow less brisk, and the poorer passengers saw what
their richer friends had bought, they came asking for the
books at reduced prices, and this I allowed in cases that
appeared genuine. This caused the ship’s stoker, who
had bought at catalogue price, to inquire why others
were served cheaper than he; and when we said,
“Because they are poor,” he wished to know what
means we had of divining the contents of their purses.

Thus, on the whole, I did a capital morning’s trade,
and in the afternoon the boat arrived at Tobolsk. Here
I had five things to do: to visit the Governor; to
present an introductory letter ; to visit an exile’s tomb,
with a view to getting it sketched ; to pay my respects
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to the Archbishop; and to look at a collection of coins
—and all this in the two hours during which the steamer
would wait! I had communicated with the Governor,
reminding him that I had received no account of the
books I left with him on my last visit, to be distributed
in the hospitals, prisons, schools, and public institutions
of his province, and asking that I might be so favoured,
if possible, on my expected arrival. As we drew near
the city, his Excellency was steaming about on a
pleasure trip, with band playing and colours flying ; but
seeing our boat arriving, and knowing, as he said, I was
on board, he caused his craft to turn back and come
alongside to welcome me. The police-master then
handed me a detailed report in writing, and the
Governor thanked me for the books he had had to
distribute, adding that he should be glad to give a few
more, especially in some of the country schools. He
then offered to be of any use in his province that he
could, put me into the hands of some of his officials
to help me to what I wanted in the town, and steamed
away.

This occupied about 15 or 20 minutes, and we
then drove quickly, under the charge of the police-
master, to Madame Znamensky’s, who, knowing my
haste, accompanied me at once to the cemetery on the
heights in the outskirts of the town. Here were
buried Wolff and Mouravieff, two celebrated Decem-
brists, political exiles who took part in the insurrection
in December, 1825, and I had been asked by a relative
of the latter to visit, if possible, his grave, and look
to its condition. Thanks to the care of Madame
Znamensky, who had been governess to the exiled
nobleman’s daughters, the tomb was in good condition,
save only that the iron railings were broken, and these
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could not be mended, because there was no foundry in
the district. I asked as to the possibility of getting
a photograph of the spot, had the Russian epitaph
copied into my note-book, and then, without loss of
time, hastened away.

We presented ourselves next at the palace of the
Archbishop, whose good-will I was anxious to gain
with reference to the books I had left to be distributed
at Tiumen ; for, although his Eminence might not have
absolute power to forbid their dissemination, he might
put difficulties in the way, and it was in any case better
that we should have his benediction. Having sent in
my card, we were shown into a chamber spacious and
lofty, with shrubs and flowers in the windows, remind-
ing me, in one respect at least, of Lambeth Palace, in
that the walls were hung with portraits of Archbishops
for many generations, though the number at Tobolsk
was much fewer, ahd the pictures mere daubs compared
with some of the portraits at Lambeth. I learned that
the present Archbishop of Tobolsk had only recently
been appointed, and that it was not he who ap-
proved my books and tracts as left before. I had,
therefore, to explain the object and character of my
mission, and told him of the books I had left for distri-
bution. He seemed at first to be somewhat suspicious
that we were actuated by sectarian motives, but ulti-
mately expressed his pleasure at what we were doing,
and wished us God-speed !

We then drove to the park close by to peep at
Siberia’s one monument—that of Yermak, the robber
chief who added Siberia to the Russian Empire. The
present monument is a stone column standing in a
garden. The former one consisted of a wooden figure,
to which the Tatars set fire out of revenge; but the
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remains of it are still preserved in a shed within the
grounds.

We afterwards descended the hill to look at a private
collection of copper coins and medals, the value of
which, however, we thought exaggerated, and hurried
on to the boat to find that the captain had kindly been
waiting only for us.

Thus far my journey from London had been over
old ground, save that in 1879 I followed the post-road
from Tiumen to Tobolsk. I was now to wander into
fresh fields, and make way up the Irtish to Omsk, a
voyage that occupied five days. The regular service
of steamers running fortnightly, or thereabouts, from
Tiumen to Omsk, and (when the water is sufficient)
to Semipolatinsk,* had been started about two vears
only, the chief demand for it being the annual transport
of young soldiers on their way to Turkistan. They
travel on a large barge tugged astern of the passenger
steamer, both proceeding slowly, and helping to make
a dull journey somewhat tedious.

* The following is a table of stations between Tiumen and Semipola-

tinsk, with approximate distances between, together with the fares for
first, second, and third-class passengers and baggage :—

DISTANCES. PASSENGER'S FARES. BAGGAGE.
Versts. | Miles. First, Second. Third. Per cwt.
s. d. s d. s. d. 5. d.
Tiumen—
Artamanova .| 233 156 6 o 4 o 2 8 1 6
Tobolsk . o173 115 12 0 8 o g 5 2 3
Ust-Ishim .| 336 224 16 0 12 g 5 2 9
Tara . .| 354 236 22 0 18 o 9 3 3 o
Kartashevo .| 170 113 26 o 20 10 10 8 39
Omsk . .| 203 135 30 0 24 O 12 0 4 0
Jeliezenka .| 203 195 36 o 28 10 14 8 4 3
Peschanoe .| 155 103 39 0 31 0 15 8 4 6
Pavlodar .| 169 113 42 o | 33 5 16 10 5 3
Semiyarsk .| 241 161 47 0 37 5 19 o 5 9
Semipolatinsk 211 141 50 0 40 O 21 0 6 o
2,538 | 1,692 i
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The banks of the river possess no beauty, and little
interest. When Yermak pushed his way into Siberia
at the close of the sixteenth century, he took a small
fortress on the banks of the Irtish called Sibir, the
ruins of which I was under the impression were still
to be seen;* but in answer to my inquiries it was said
to be unknown, as also the spot where Yermak fell
into the Irtish and was drowned. We passed very
few habitations, and not many cattle. On the second
day after leaving Tobolsk we arrived at Ust-Ishim, a
selo, or church village, with only 14 Russian houses,
but with a large number of Tatar habitations. It
derives what little importance it has from being the
centre of the corn trade for the surrounding district,
the grain being gathered there for the market at
Tobolsk. We stopped, of course, at wooding stations,
the steamer burning 6 cubic fathoms, or 1,296 cubic
feet, of logs per day, at a cost on the river's bank of
5s. per fathom. In Omsk the cubic fathom costs 7s. ;
and in Petersburg 50s.

These delays for taking fuel were not altogether
unwelcome, because they allowed of our going on
shore to look at the villages and to see what the
peasantry had to offer in the way of raspberries and
other fruits, cuacumbers and curdled milk, called proséo-
Fvasha. We were able to exchange commodities in
offering them Scriptures and tracts, which usually
they took readily. At a certain church village we
called and sold books to the priest, who was glad to
purchase—though at Ust-Ishim, where I sent parcels of

* In Chap. ix., p. 110 of “ Through Siberia.” London: Sampson Low
& Co., Fleet Street ;—America : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston ;—
German Translation, Hermann Costenoble, Jena ;—Swedish Transla-

tion, Albert Bonnier, Stockholm ;—Danish Translation, O. H. Delbanco,
Copenhagen.
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tracts to three ecclesiastics on the bank, one of them,
I suppose from fear or misunderstanding, declined to
accept them. We sold several publications also at a
cheap rate to the officer on the soldiers’ barge, for
distribution among the men. On the 15th-16th of
August, in the middle of the night, we reached Tara,
a town of 6,000 inhabitants, and 460 miles from
Tobolsk. I remembered the name of this place,
because I had read of its prison, from which the exile
Pietrovski escaped, made his way over the Urals to
Archangel, and thence to Western Europe. I myself
was awaked from my slumbers there, to learn that the
police-master of Tara had come on board and asked
for me. I dressed of course in haste, with the chance
possibly of being again arrested and taken back. But
all was right this time, the Governor at Tobolsk having
telegraphed to the police-master to present himself on
my arrival, and inquire if there was aught I required.
Everything, however, was going smoothly, if not
rapidly, enough. My time was occupied in reading
books of the region whither we were going, and the
steward provided an excellent table. Thus our dinner
on the day after leaving Tobolsk consisted of, first,
clear soup made of sterlet—a fish at largest about
two feet long, and weighing 10 lbs., with pale pink
flesh like that of a Loch Leven trout, remarkably tender,
and almost tasteless I thought; but the flavour of
which is so highly esteemed in Petersburg, that the
soup there costs 3s. a plate. The second course—
boiled #elma, a bigger fish than the preceding, with
firm, white flesh, and, as I thought, zery good. The
third course consisted of fefzerka, and a good, dry-
tasting game the Russians call glukkar, or capercailzie.
The fourth course was of prostokvaska, made of sour
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milk and cream. Such a dinner ordered & /a carfe costs
from 15. 6d. to 2s.; and I heard that at Tara other
provisions were equally cheap.*

I need hardly say that among our fellow-passengers
were no tourists. Travellers for pleasure are rare
indeed in Siberia and Turkistan. We met with only
two in all Central Asia. But there were upper-form
“ gymnasts ” returning to school at Omsk, who on
Sunday evening hymned to me on deck some Russian
Church music, whilst I in turn sang them in Latin the
“Agnus Dei” in Mozart's “ First Mass.” So, too,
there was a Russian merchant and his wife, who spoke
English, and who, it was easy to see, had travelled.
They were going home to their children at Tara,
having, since they left them, accomplished the circuit
of the world. The husband’s business establishments
were at Hankow and Foochow, to which places the
lady had twice crossed the Mongolian desert from her
father’s house in Kiakhta; but this time they had
preferred crossing the two oceans, America, and Europe,
instead of returning westwards through Siberia. We
became very good travelling friends, and as they left
us at Tara, they gave me a cordial invitation, should I
come near them in China, “just to look in,” which
I expressed myself forward to do.

Thus we lost at this second station two pleasant
passengers, but we gained other two; for there came
on board a lady and her daughter, who spoke excellent

* Thus geese in autumn cost 5&. a couple, and are frozen in great
numbers to be sent west to Russia, and east to Irkutsk. Riabdcizks
(hazel grouse) and Zetierka in summer cost 3. a brace, and milk 142. a
pint; good fish, such as sferlef and nelma, cost from 14d. to 23d.
per 1b. ; whilst beef.in autumn, when it is cheapest, costs from 1s. 34.

to 15. 84. the pood—or about 3. per lb. Mutton is not much eaten
about Tara, sheep being scarce.
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French. They were accompanied by two gentlemen
who appeared to be “in attendance,” which was
explained when I discovered that the lady was the
wife of the Governor of Akmolinsk, who for the time
being was acting for the Governor-General. The fact
that [ had a letter for her husband was of course an
introduction, and when, after passing the third station,
Kartashevo, we arrived on the 17th at Omsk, I was
introduced on the landing-stage to the Governor, and
invited to dinner on the following day.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE GOVERNMENT GENERAL OF THE STEPPE AND
THE PROVINCE OF AKMOLINSK.

‘“ Russian Central Asia’’ defined.—Its dimensions, boundaries, and
divisions,—The government general of the Steppe : its dimensions,
hydrography, surface, and vegetation ; its population and commu-
nications.—Province of Akmolinsk: its surface, rivers, climate,
and administrative divisions; its minerals, agricultural produce,
and cattle.—The Russian population and medical staff.—Towns of
the province, their industries, and houses.—Conflagrations.—
Distillation of ardent spirits,—Crime,

BY “ Russian Central Asia,” as read in the title of

this book, is meant the Tsar’'s dominions lying
between the Oxus and the Irtish, and between Omsk
and Samarkand. This territory measures from west
to east 1,250 miles, or the distance from London to
Petersburg, and from north to south 1,100 miles, or
the distance from Petersburg to the Crimea.* On the

* Its area exceeds half a million square miles, or as much as that of
England, France, Prussia, and Spain together:—

PROVINCE. Extent in square miles. Population. Personrsnitloe square
Akmolinsk . . 213,301 459,319 2°1
Semipolatinsk . 190,456 538,385 28
Semirechia . . 134,410 551,679 41
Syr-daria . . 182,000 1,094,557 6
Ferghana 28,000 729,690 26
Zarafshan . 10,000 348,413 35
Amu-daria . . 36,000 107,209 3

794,167 3,829,252 Average 5
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north it is bounded by the government of Tobolsk, on
the west by one of the Ural provinces, the Sea of Aral,
and Khiva ; on the east by the government of Tomsk
and what was Sungaria; and on the south by Bokhara
and Chinese Turkistan. Russian Central Asia has a
population of nearly four millions, or five to the square
mile. For administrative purposes it is divided into
the governments general or vice-royalties of Turkistan
and the Steppe.*

The general government of the Steppe forms the
eastern portion of Russian Central Asia, and the
boundaries of the two on the north and east coincide;
whilst the vice-royalty has on its west the province
of Togai, and, on the south, Russian and Chinese
Turkistan. Its extreme length from Omsk to the
Thian-Shan mountains is 1,000 miles, and its extreme
width on the 49th parallel goo miles, with an area of
538,167 square miles—that is, as large as France,
Prussia, Spain, and Portugal. Its entire population
is 1,549,383, or 3 to the square mile. In the north
the plains do not rise to a thousand feet, though there
is a range of hills attaining to that height, com-
mencing 160 miles west of the town of Semipolatinsk,
and running across the territory in a north-westerly
direction. Further south, on the 49th parallel, stretch
westward across the vice-royalty from the Chingiz-
Tau, the Suk-bash-Tau mountains, less than 5,000

* Russia has possessions in Asia south of the Caucasus and east of
the Caspian, including Merv; also part of the provinces of Perm,
Orenburg, and Turgai extend east of the Urals; but all these posses-
sions are governed from European centres, so that, for administrative
purposes, Siberia and what I have called Russian Central Asia make
up the whole of Asiatic Russia. I did not enter Yakutsk in 1879 ; but
with this exception I have travelled in all the other provinces, so that

¢« Through Siberia” and the present work describe with more or less
completeness the whole.
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feet high. In the western portion of the range they
do not exceed 1,000 feet, and form the watershed of
several streams running south into the Sari-Su. South
of the Suk-bash-Tau range is the basin of the Balkhash,
that, with the valley of the Ili, has an altitude of less
than 1,000 feet, though on the north of the Ili about
Kopal are mountains attaining to nearly 5,000 feet,
whilst on the south, behind Vierny, the Trans-Ilian
or southern Ala-Tau range far exceeds that height.
The principal rivers in the vice-royalty are the Irtish
and Ishim, flowing into the Obi, and seven rivers, of
which the Ili is the most considerable, flowing into the
Balkhash. Others, notably the Sari-Su, the Chu, and
the Nura, lose themselves in the Steppe, or some of its
small lakes. Of these lakes there are several in the
plains, such as Lake Dengiz, into which flows the Nura,
but none of them are worth naming in comparison
with the Balkhash. In the mountains are lakes Zaisan,
Ala-Kul, and the famous Issik-Kul at an altitude of
5,300 feet above the sea. In the climate of the Steppe
is experienced every degree of temperature between
— 52°42, the greatest cold in February, 1879, at Omsk
in the north, and + 99'5 of heat in the south at Vierny.
The general government or vice-royalty of the
Steppe is divided into the governments or provinces of
Akmolinsk, Semipolatinsk, and Semirechia, of which
the surface consists mainly of mountains, deserts, and
steppes. In the north the steppes afford abundant
pasturage for cattle; to the west and south of the
Balkhash are a few patches of sandy desert; and
in the south and south-east are the mountains. For
the most part the territory is poorly wooded. A
dendrological map of Akmolinsk and Semipolatinsk
shows a narrow belt of deciduous trees, about 70 miles
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in width, stretching across the territory west of Omsk,
and a small area of a like character about the town of
Akmolinsk. Likewise to the north of the town of
Semipolatinsk is a forest of conifers about 100 miles
square, and a few small forests of this character are
met with south of Petropavlovsk ; but when comparing
these with the immense belt, 400 miles wide, of coni-
ferous trees about the affluents of the Obi, or even the
lesser deciduous forests between Tobolsk and Omsk,
the northern part of the general government of the
Steppe may be called bare of trees.* The character of
the vegetation of course varies considerably. As we
approached Omsk we were thankful for raspberries,
rather sour currants, and other berries; but at Vierny
we feasted on luscious melons, grapes, and nectarines.
So again, about Omsk, the people ate black rye bread ;
at Vierny it was as easy, or easier, to get wheaten
bread; whilst, further west, rye bread can with difficulty
be procured at all.

The vice-royalty is peopled by a comparatively
small  number of Russian soldiers, Cossacks, and
colonists in the towns and along the principal high-
ways ; but all over the province are the nomad Kir-
ghese and Kazaks; Kara-Kirghese in the mountains,
and Kazaks in the plains, though both are usually
spoken of as Kirghese. The chief towns besides
Omsk—where lives the Governor-General—are Akmo-
linsk and Semipolatinsk, capitals of the governments
of the same names, and Vierny, the capital of Semire-

* According to the report of the officers of woods and forests, the
forest area of Akmolinsk extends to 241,577 square miles, and of
Semipolatinsk to 332,880 square miles, to which should be added forests
belonging to stations and military districts; to Akmolinsk 97,085 square
miles, and Semipolatinsk 67,578 square miles, giving a total in the two
northern provinces of the Steppe of 744,746 square miles.
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chia. Each government is divided into uyezds, each
of which has also its capital town.

With regard to communications, the Irtish is navi-
gable for steamers in spring. There is also a post
carriage-road and telegraphic communication from
Orenburg, skirting the northern boundary of the vice-
royalty to Omsk, and then turning south, following
the river as far as Semipolatinsk, after which, passing
through Sergiopol to Kopal, it makes a curve in a
south-westerly direction to Vierny, and continues into
Turkistan. * '

Having thus briefly sketched the general govern-
ment of the Steppe, I proceed to treat of Akmolinsk,
the largest of its three governments. When penning
my *“ Through Siberia,” I wrote : ¢ Western Siberiais
divided into four provinces—namely, Tobolsk, Tomsk,
Akmolinsk, and Semipolatinsk,” which was then true,
but territorial arrangements have since changed;
Siberia is pushed farther to the east, and the two
provinces of Akmolinsk and Semipolatinsk were cut
off in 1882 to make, with Semirechia, the general
government of the Steppe.

Akmolinsk is bounded on the north, west, and east by
the provinces of Tobolsk, Turgai, and Semipolatinsk,
and on the south by Turkistan and Lake Balkhash.
Its length extends to 700 miles, or the distance from
Paris to Rome, its breadth to 330 miles, and its area

* This main road is joined on the east and south by five carriage-
roads from Ust-Kamenogorsk, Marlady, Lepsinsk, Kuldja, and Lake
Issik-Kul, but it gives off only one to the west, from Pavlodar to the
Orenburg road at Petropavlovsk. Besides the carriage-roads there is
a great caravan route, that, entering the territory from the south-west,
skirts the bed of the Sari-Su for 300 miles, and branches off on the right
to Akmolinsk, and on the left to Atbasar; whilst there are several less
important roads for caravan traffic from the south that strike at some
half-dozen points the Orenburg route.
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is 210,961 square miles—that is, the size of France,
which, with a population in 1880 of 459,319, gives an
average of 13% persons to the square mile.

In the extreme north of the province, about Petro-
pavlovsk, the surface is chiefly of undulating ckernozom,
or black earth, intersected by deep hollows, and
traversed by ranges of hills gently inclined towards the
north, but abruptly scarped towards the south. These
hills do not rise to an altitude of 1,000 feet until we
come to the northern bank of the Ishim, along which
runs a higher belt 6o miles in width. South of the
river the surface is again depressed as far as to the
Suk-bash-Tau, where, for a small area, the east of the
province rises in some places to 5,000 feet. Still further
south, in the east are hills rising to 1,000 feet, but in
the west the surface is depressed and partly occupied
by the Golodnaya, or Hungry steppe, whilst north of
this is a desert of sand called Peski-Muyun-Kum,
covering an area of 2,000 square miles, or about the
size of Northumberland.

The principal river in the north is the Ishim, an
affluent of the Irtish, which latter skirts the north-
west corner of the province. The Ishim rises about
80 miles south-east of the. town of Akmolinsk,
or the “white tomb,” as A&wmolz signifies in the
Tatar tongue. Flowing westwards for 160 miles, the
Ishim receives several tributaries on its right bank, but
only one on its left, and at length forms a junction
with the Atbasar, that gives its name to a small town
at the confluence. About 8o miles west of this town
the Ishim meets a range of hills separating Akmolinsk
from the neighbouring province, and which diverts its
course northwards 300 miles, to Petropavlovsk, beyond
which it passes on 260 miles further to the Irtish.
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Of a different character from the Ishim are the
streams in the south of the province, for all of them
may be said to be abortions, since they fail to
reach the ocean or any great body of water like the
Sea of Aral, into which some geographers assert they
once ran, Thus the Sari-Su rises 200 miles south of
Akmolinsk, and, running in a south-westerly direction,
receives many affluents from the north, but none
from the south. For the last 150 miles of its sluggish
course it forms the boundary of the south-west corner
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of the province, the volume of its water being gradually
diminished by the sands of the Steppe, till, having
attained a length of more than 500 miles, its last
drops are absorbed in the Aitsi-Kul, in the midst of
a sandy desert. In the same desert, 26 miles eastward,
is another marshy lake called the Saumal-Kul, into
which feebly flows another river of similar character,
the Chu, that also helps to form the southern boundary
of the province. Other rivers, rising in the same
region as the Sari-Su, expend their waters without

or OMSK, 1877.
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