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@o Big Jmperial Wajesty
Arexgoeorg II1.,

EMPEROR AND AUTOCRAT OF ALL THE RUSSIAS,

ETC. ETC. ETC.

SIRE,

I count wmyself happy in being permitted to dedicate
this work to the august Ruler of an Ewmpive in which I have
travelled extensively, and jfrom whose people I have met with
unvarying kindness, and atlention. Most of my wuvisits to the
Continent were undertaken with a view to relaxation and enjoy-
ment, but with this has been blended an atiempt to be of
religious use to the poor and unjforiunate.

I was considering how such a double purpose could be effected
in sevem countries through which I was to pass, in 1874,
when, not knowing the language of Russia, my only course jfor
that country seemed to be the distribution of religious [iterature.
This distribution I was allowed to begin in the prisons of
Petersburg,; and during five subsequent summers 1 have pur-
sued a similar method over the greater portion of the Empire.

On each of these occasions I sought the assistance of two
Societies in London, by whose aid I was enabled to distribute
more than 100,000 publications, and to place ai least some
portion of Holy Scripture in each room of every prison and
hospital throughout Finland, the Caucasus, and certain other
parts of European Russia, as well as throughout the whole
of Siberia, the works circulated being either printed by the Holy
Synod, or duly authovized by the Censor.
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I take pleasure in saying that these efforts have been
uniformly well rveceived, alike by your Imperial Majesty’s
Officials, the Clergy, and the people; and I trust they have
also your Majesty's approval and sympathy. I cannot doubt
that the good-will thus manifested towards the endeavours of
a foreigner, is in part the outcome of that encouragement
to the distribution of the Holy Scriptures which has been
shown jfor many years by your Imperial Majesty's illustrious
predecessors; and I venture very humbly to express the hope
that what little I have been permitted to do in the hospitals
and prisons of the wvast realms of Russia may be continued
and multiplied a hundredfold by your Imperial Majesty and
your faithful subjects.

If I may add but ome word, it shall be to express my
grateful appreciation of the confidence veposed in me, when
unrestricted permission was given for the dedication of this
book to your Imperial Majesty. Conformably thevewith I have
treated my subject frankly and without reserve (in fact, I had
all but finished the work before the welcome permission arrived)
and though I dare not anticipate that no mistakes will be found,
yet I am hopeful that these pages will show that I have striven
to write impartially, and prove lkewise that your Majesty's
confidence has not been misplaced.

It is with these sentiments, Sive, I desire to inscribe my
volumes. I pray that He who alone can bestow every good gift
may vouchsafe to your Imperial Majesty a long continuance
of health and happiness, and

I have the honour to remain
Your Imperial Majesty's very humble Servant,

THE AUTHOR.



PREFACE.

HESE volumes may be considered as a record

of the completion of the philanthropic object

that originally prompted my first visit to Asiatic

Russia as detailed in the work entitled * Through

Siberia.” My sources of information have been

four : namely, personal observations, carefully noted

on the spot; a series of conversations on a pre-

arranged plan with inhabitants of Central Asia;

official statistics and unpublished documents; and,
lastly, the general literature of the subject.

Not many Englishmen have preceded me in
Turkistan, and not one, so far as I know, over the last
portion of my journey. The only English writer
who has covered the major part of the route is
Dr. Eugene Schuyler, of whose * Turkistan” I can
speak in terms only of the highest praise. He has
treated many subjects so fully that I have thought
it unnecessary to say much about them. This is
notably the case with commerce and methods of
war; and I have regarded politics also as not falling
within my province. The work of M. Ujfalvy de
Mézo-Ksvesd 1 have found quite the best on the



vi PREFACE.

anthropology of Turkistan, whilst in historical matters
I have been frequently indebted to the ¢ History of
the Mongols ” by Mr. Howorth, who, as on a pre-
vious occasion, has given some of my proof-sheets the
benefit of his revision.

I have preferred, however, when possible, to
gather my materials direct from Russian authorities,
and have been able to do so largely, thanks to help
in translation afforded by Messrs. Robert Michell
and W. H. Cromie, and by Mesdames Telfer, Bell,
and Romanoff. From one Russian author, Colonel
Kostenko, I have gathered much statistical infor-
mation, and with what labour the literature of the
subject has been examined, the preface to my
Bibliography will show. I need only say here that,
when the name of an authority is mentioned, if
the reader wishes for further information, he will be
directed thereto by turning to the alphabetical list
of authors. ,

The knowledge thus acquired I have arranged
with a view to the requirements of three classes
of readers. The “general” reader may probably
not care to wade through the notes, nor, indeed, to
read all the chapters. Perhaps, therefore, it may
be of use to point out that the zarrative portions
of the journey, especially in the first volume, will
be found in the chapters with titles indicative of
movement—*From Such-a-place to Such-a-place’’;

or, as indicated more minutely, in the “ Author’s
[tinerary.”
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Readers of the second class have been regarded as
students, who like to know something of the country
traversed, its geography, geology, fauna and flora,
the characteristics of the people, their govern-
ment, language, and religion. These and similar
topics are touched upon in the notes, and whole
chapters also are devoted to the political economy of
certain provinces, to ethnography, and to historical
sketches of the Khanates and their conquest by
Russia.

There is yet a third class of readers—men of
science and specialists —for whom [ have en-
deavoured to furnish information. I would willingly
have seen this department in more competent hands;
but since the greater part of what is known con-
cerning the fauna and flora of Turkistan is inaccessible
to the major part of the scientific world, because
written in Russian, I have added appendices, which
have been most kindly revised by eminent naturalists,
both on the Continent and in England. To the
former I have expressed my indebtedness further on,
whilst among the latter my best thanks are due to
Professor Newton, F.R.S., and Dr. Giinther, F.R.S.,
for help in treating of vertebrate animals,—Mr.
Dresser, F.Z.S., also revising the list of birds.
Entomology has been undertaken by Messrs. Mac-
Lachlan, F.R.S., and W. F. Kirby. In botany I
have received aid from the Rev. W. W. Tyler; and, in
matters geological, from Professor Bonney, F.R.S.,
and Dr. Haughton, F.R.S. My neighbour, Mr.
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Glaisher, F.R.S., has again assisted me in meteoro-
logy; and I am gratified that a few chapters have
passed under the eye of that eminent geographer
of Central Asia, Colonel Yule, C.B. In mentioning
these distinguished names, however, I wish it to be
understood that their revision has been in many
cases of a general character only, and consequently
that for any mistakes that may remain, it is I who
am responsible, and not they.

Turkistan has not many prisons, but in the chapters
devoted to this subject I have given an accurate
account of what came under my observation; and I
have also answered the few objections, that were
raised to my former account of the penal institutions
of Siberia so far as they seemed to claim attention.

Biblical students will observe references throughout
the work to Scripture texts. Their origin was on
this wise. Before commencing my desert journey,
I had read all the books in my trunk, and it
occurred to me to utilize vacant time by marking
in a pocket Bible the passages that might be
illustrated from my travels. 1 remembered that
Robert Stephens is said to have divided the New
Testament into verses during a journey on horse-
back from Paris to Lyons; so I took a leaf from
his book, while on the back of a camel. In the
case of some of the texts referred to, my remarks
may at first sight seem superfluous, because the
Semitic customs of Palestine and Western Asia have
long ago been illustrated in connection with Bible
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history. 1 would remind the reader, however, that
[ travelled as far from Palestine on the east as
London is on the west; and among an Iranian popu-
lation, many of whose customs are those portrayed
in the Sacred Books, especially those written during
the Captivity. In China we have an instance of
a colony of Jews losing their religion and language,
and, in the course of centuries, becoming so in-
termingled with their neighbours as to be undis-
tinguishable, I believe, even by their physiognomy.
Now, I do not maintain that a similar fate has
befallen the ““lost ten tribes” in Central Asia; never-
theless, I found Bible customs there, which, if not
traced to some remote or1g1n common also to those
of the Jews, might well be imagined as brought
there by children of Abraham. No previous traveller
known to me has illustrated Scripture from these
little-known regions; and if I sometimes appear to
be over-keen in suggesting resemblances, it is because
1 have regarded them, so far as they are true, as
testimony from a new source.

These references have been looked over by the
Rev. Canon R. Girdlestone. This addition, however,
to the foregoing names does not exhaust my list of
helpers. Mr. Hyde Clarke, F.S.S., has given me
literary assistance, and so has the Rev. A. E.
Hodgson, B.A., as well as my neighbour, Mr. Slater,
F.G.S.; and there are others also to whom I am
similarly indebted, but who would prefer their names
not being mentioned.
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In conclusion, I must not send forth my book
without a word of greeting to those who honoured
me by perusing “ Through Siberia,” whether in English
or in the languages of Germany and Scandinavia.
I shall be gratified if the present volumes recall to
their minds an old aquaintance, who afforded them
amusement, or what is better, imparted instruction.
But I take it to be the greatest and best reward
of an author, when his thoughts and emotions so
enter the soul of a reader as to influence him to
action. It was the perusal of a book, more than
twenty years ago,* that turned the current of my life,
and changed my religion from an educational habit
to something very much deeper,—which brought, in
fact, such joy to myself that I was never so happy as
when trying to impart its secret to others. After
this, none need wonder at my faith in the distribution
of .religious literature ; and happy shall I be if, in
and beneath this story of travel by land and by
water, one and another shall recognize the work of
a fellow-labourer unto the kingdom of God, and be
encouraged to go and do likewise.

H. L.

THE GROVE, BLACKHEATH,
LoxNpoN, S.E.
16£% March, 188s.

* ¢“The Anxious Inquirer,”” published by the Religious Tract Society,
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OBSERVANDA.

IN proper names the letters should be pronounced as follows:—
. as in father; ¢ as in there; 7 as in ravine; o as in go; % as in
lunar ; and the diphthongs a7 and e as 7in hide. The consonants
are pronounced as in English, save that 4% is guttural, as ¢/ in the
Scotch locZ.

Unless otherwise stated :—

1. The dates are given according to English reckoning, being in
advance of the Russian by twelve days.

2. English weights and measures are to be understood.

3. Degrees of temperature are expressed according to the scale of
Fahrenheit.

The ordinary paper rouble is reckoned at two shillings, its value
at the time of the Author’s visit; but before the Russo-Turkish war
in 1877, it was worth between half-a-crown and three shillings.

The Russian paper rouble (or roo kopecks) equals 2 shillings English.

” SilVCl' » 2 3 i) ”

’ vershok »» 1°75 inches ,,

’ arshin » 28 inches ,,

» sajen ” 7 feet ”

» verst (500 sajens) »» 663 mile ,,

’ desiatin (2,400 sq. sajens) » 286 acres.

” sq. verst » ‘43949 sq. mile.

» zolotnik (96 dols) equals 2°41 drams avoirdupois.

” pound 14°43 ounces.

" pood ” 36 1bs.

s garnet 2 34 peck.

» vedro » 2'7 Imperial gallons, or
325 gallons of wine.

” chetvert » *72 quarter.

For Asiatic moneys, weights, and measures, see p. 682.



RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA,

INCLUDING

KULDJA, BOKHARA, KHIVA, AND MERV.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY.

Intention to cross the Steppe frustrated in 1879.—Considered afresh in
1882.—Distribution of religious literature desirable.—Reasons for
and against the venture.—The way cleared.—My objects chiefly
religious.—Help of Bible and Tract Societies.—Plans in relation
thereto.—Additional objects.—Failure anticipated by some.—Fears
entertained by others.—The start.

HEN passing through Ekaterineburg in 1879,
I heard of a people in the south, wandering
about in so primitive a condition with their flocks and
herds, that, when among them, one might fancy himself
on a visit to the Hebrew patriarchs. This so far
interested me that I determined, on my way back, to
pass through the Kirghese country from Omsk to
Orenburg. But I was prevented from doing this by
journeying all across Asia, making a circuit of the
world. Once more safe home, so far was it from my
~ wish to travel extensively again, that I had asked my
VOL. I. I



2 RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA.

friends to look out for me a suitable sphere of parish
work.

My Siberian experience, however, had fostered in
my mind another idea, which, on the Pacific, came to
maturity. I had taken notes to serve possibly for
public correspondence, or for a book, and during the
voyage between Japan and San Francisco, I read
my experiences to some of my fellow-passengers in
the saloon. Among these evening audiences was Sir
Harry Parkes, K.C.B., then our Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary in Japan, who, seeing
that my story was so different from that commonly
believed respecting Siberia, thought that such testi-
mony, if published, might do something towards
softening the asperity which then existed between
England and Russia, and his Excellency further re-
minded me that there are important means of doing
good, and many “missions” in life, other than those
of our religious societies. This thought reconciled me,
on my return, to the expenditure of the inside of
many weeks in writing my book, whilst on Sundays 1
officiated at a neighbouring church. When the book
was finished, I was invited to the pastoral charge of
a contemplated parochial district, and whilst this was
under consideration, I was pounced upon to be editor
in a proposed religious literary undertaking. Thus
1882 dawned upon me, seemingly, with an open door
on either hand, whilst the desire to journey through
Central Asia was smouldering in my breast. Neither
the pastoral nor the literary undertaking was carried
out, and it then remained for me to consider whether
I should go to Central Asia.

I gave a day to weighing the question, and, taking
the Russian kalendar and'the post-book, elicited from
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them that a traveller passing from Orenburg by the
post-road round Russian Central Asia (without entering
Kuldja, Bokhara, or Khiva) would traverse eight
provinces, with a total population of 4,908,000,* and
that he would pass through upwards of 20 towns with
populations varying from 1,000 to 80,000, besides 300
villages and post-stations. Of all these towns I knew
of only one (or perhaps two) to which the British and
Foreign Bible Society had been able to send a con-
signment of Scriptures, and, judging from my experience
in other parts of the Empire, I fully anticipated that
the prisons, hospitals, barracks, and schools would be
insufficiently supplied, or not supplied at all, with the
Scriptures or other religious reading. It seemed to
me, therefore, that a general distribution of such
literature would be a blessing to the people, and
remembering that, according to Russian law, no foreign
missionaries may labour in the Empire, there appeared
to be the greater reason, from my point of view, for
spreading the written Word where the spoken word
could not go.

Having thus made out a case of need, the next
question was, “ Am / the man to go?” Towards an
answer in the affirmative the following considerations
pointed :—1. My previous experience had been a
training, and I possessed certain preliminary advan-
tages for such a work, because, having been five times
on a like holiday errand, and so become known to the
Russian authorities, it might be that, though they have
restrained others from going to Central Asia, they

* Uralsk . . . 355,000 | Semirechia . . 541,000
Turgaisk . . 636,000 | Ferghana . . 964,000
Akmolinsk . . 382,000 | Zarafshan . - 172,000
Semipolatinsk . 603,000 —

Syr-Daria . . 1,235,000 4,908,000



4 RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA.

would perhaps allow ¢ to do so. 2. The condition
of Russo-English political affairs favoured the project
being attempted at once, for the *“ Eastern Question”
raised again might cause the Russians to object. 3.
If1did not go, I had no reason to suppose that anyone
else would.

The first of these reasons weighed with me heavily,
all the more so perhaps because of a short extract
from Carlyle which had come under my notice a few
days previously. It was this :—“ Modern majesty
consists in work. What a man can do is his greatest
ornament, and he always consults his dignity by doing
it,” and when I looked at the third consideration in
the light of a higher teaching, “ To him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin,” I felt
that my disinclination thereto must give way if I saw
anything like an outward call to the work. If my
thoughts were providential leadings, and not mere
cogitations, I thought I might reasonably expect that
my outward surroundings would in some way be
adapted to the work before me. Now I calculated
that, if the journey could be accomplished in from four
to five months, it might cost at least £ 400, and, though
I did not see it to be my duty to bear the whole expense
of the undertaking, yet I resolved that if the cost of
travel were forthcoming, from whence I did not know,
I was prepared to give my time and energy. And in
this direction my way was cleared in the next few
days, for, having put my project on paper, I showed it
to a friend, who urged me to go, and offered £zo
towards the expenses. [ then submitted my plans to
the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society,
who had been wishing to extend their work into Siberia
(especially since my return from thence), and who
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desired also te penetrate to other new regions as
opportunity offered. The Committee had on several
occasions given me introductions to their agents, and
grants of books for my holiday tours, together with a
sum of money on one occasion towards the cost of
carriage of the books, and they now hailed with thanks
my new proposal. In fact, so hearty was the reception
accorded to me, that my courage rose to the occasion,
and, instead of asking for a grant of £100,as [ intended,
I asked for £200, which was given me, and as [ left
the room a member of the Committee, to whom I was
a perfect stranger, offered me £50 more. I then told
my story to the Committee of the Religious Tract
Society, whose generous grants have encouraged me
to distribute more than 100,000 of their publications,
and they gave me £100, which, with 410 sent un-
asked for by another friend, led me to decline with
thanks another proffered cheque, on the plea that I
thought I had enough.

Here, then, end the esoteric antecedents of my
journey to Central Asia, which I'have been telling the
reader in my sanctum. If in so doing I seem to have
obtruded what may be regarded as private affairs, I
would urge that I have thought it right that the
societies which gave me help should receive a public
recognition thereof, whilst, as for my personal motives,
I see no good reason to withhold them. One of the
critics of ““ Through Siberia” wrote: “The utmost
commendation must be given to the reverend author,
not only for his personal work, but for the good taste
that has impelled him to describe his religious labours
in language understanded of the laity.” That this was
written by a kindly pen I am sure; but, [ suppose, a
perverse mind might misinterpret it to mean that I
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had said too little of my religious labours. Some of
my friends thought so. But I did not then set out to
write a missionary’s report, nor am I doing so now,
though I wish it to be clearly understood that the
religious character of my journey was paramount. It
heightened every pleasure, and softened what perhaps
I may not call hardships, but my every inconvenience
and fatigue, whilst, in reviewing the whole, it is incom-
parably that portion of the expedition which affords
me the greatest amount of present satisfaction.

The object, then, of my journey, so far as the Bible
and Tract societies are concerned, was fourfold :—

1. In 1879, besides distributing more than 50,000
tracts and other religious publications, I gave to the
authorities more than sufficient copies of the New
Testament and the four Gospels, to enable them to
place one (sometimes more) in every room of every
prison and every hospital in all Siberia, so that, where
my directions have been properly carried out, every
prisoner and hospital patient ought to have within
reach at all times of the day, and without having to
ask for it from the library, a copy of some portion of the
Word of God. In 1882 I wished to do the same for
the prisons and hospitals of Russian Central Asia, thus
completing my work for the whole of Asiatic Russia.

2. Besides supplying the prisons, hospitals, and
other public institutions with religious literature, I was
anxious to do something of a similar character for the
many thousands of Russian exiles, who are compulsory
colonists, or who, after a short term in prison, are
released to colonize in remote parts of Siberia, where
it is all but impossible for them to procure religious
books. 1 hoped to effect this by making some arrange-
ment of a permanent character, by which books might
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be distributed to these exiles as they pass through
Tiumen, the general dep6t, whence they are forwarded
to their far-distant destinations.

3. As I should be passing through regions where
the Bible is all but unknown, and religious tracts
unheard of—where, moreover, the people might not
have another opportunity of procuring them locally
for many years—I wished generally to sell and dis-
tribute as many a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>