Ha BO3pacTHble KaTeropuu, TeM 060nee UTO aHaNorMyHoe YMnoTpebneHwe
TEPMHOB POACTBA AN 0003HAYeHWs BO3PACTHLIX TPynn 3a(MKCUpPOBaHa
Y MHOTUX at)pUKAHCKNX U UHABWCKMX 3THOCOB .

SEX-AND-AGE STRATIFICATION AND CERTAIN PROBLEMS
IN ETHNOSOCIOLOGICAL RECONSTRUCTIONS OF PRE-CLASS
SOCIETY (IN PLACE OF A REPLY TO OPPONENTS)

The main problems in studying sex-and-age phenomena are reviewed in the paper;,
the author expresses his considerations as to the methods and methodology of ethnosocio-
logical reconstructions of primeval society. Attention is mainly focused upon certain:
means of investigation (differentiating between the structure-building principle and the
concrete form of its realization, between correlation and causality, between the emergence
and the disappearance of phenomena, as well as the implementation of ethnographic ana-
logues at an equal stage of development) that serve as methodological postulates in the
elaboration of hypotheses and in building up theoretical reconsttuctions. Certain outdated
ideas are noted (the primeval character of the dual clan system, blood kinship as the base
of primary relationship systems, individual-oriented reckoning of descent) that no longer
correspond to empirical facts and to the theoretical level attained by the ethnosociology
of primitive society.

It is stressed that social institutions based upon the sex-and-age principle have-
played a greater role in the evolution of pre-class society than it has been shown in exi-
sting historical reconstructions.

OT PEJAKLMN

ObcyxpaeHne ctatb B. A TMonosa «[llofoBo3pacTHasa cTpaTUUKaums M BO3PacTHble
Knaccbl ApeBHeakaHCKOro obuiectsa (K MOCTaHOBKE MpPo6nemMbl)» 0BHapYXWNo MosHoe ean-
HOyLUMe B OLEHKe BaXHOCTWM W3yuyeHWs (DOPM MOMOBO3PACTHOW CTpaTUMKaLMW B [OKanu-
TANCTUYECKNX 0bLlecTBax. Pas3nnuma BO B3rNnafax Kacanucb CKOpee BblfeneHusa Tex Wi
MHbIX acnekToB 3TOr0 Kpyra npobnieMm. PaccmaTpuBas MHEHUS Y4acCTBOBaBLUMX B 06CYX[e-
HUM MOXXHO HaMeTWUTb HECKOMbKO TaKMX acrekToB, 3ac/lyXWBaLWMX MepBOOYepesHOro usy-
YyeHus. 31O, BO-MEPBbLIX, BOMPOC O TOM, Oblna M CUCTEMA BO3PACTHLIX KNaccos 0bs3aTesb-
HbIM 3TanoM B MCTOPUYECKOM pa3BMTUM (HOPM MONOBO3PACTHON CTpaTUMKaLumK, 3HaYeHVe
KoToporo nogyepkHyn H. M. T'vipeHko. BO-BTOpbIX, BO3MOXXHas CBA3b MO/IOBO3PACTHONM CTpa-
TU(MKALMN 1 YMCNOBON CUMBO/IMKM Y PasHbIX HapoAoB, Ha 4TO 06patun BHWMaHue H. A By-
TWHOB. B-TpeTbMX, BO3pacTHOW CMMBOMM3M, 3aTparuBaemblii B oTknmMke WM. C. KoHa. Hako-
Hel, BbISICHWUIACh HEOOXOAMMOCTb PaCLUMPEHUA Kpyra WCTOYHMKOB, Ha 6a3e KOTOPbIX Mpo-
U3BOAWTCA aHain3 Tex WM >Ke WHbIX (DOPM MOMOBO3PACTHOW OpraHu3auun, W TLLATENbHOro
yuyeTa Tex OrpaHuueHWid, KOTOpble HanaraeT Ha MCCnefoBaTens XapakTep MCMO/b3yemblX UM
nctouHnkos (A. A Onbpgeporre, K. Il. KannHoBcKas). YUaCTHUKM OUCKYCCUW, B LIENOM Mo-
NOXWTENbHO OUEHMB MHMUMaTMBY B. A. TonoBa B NOCTaHOBKE yKa3aHHON Npobrembl, B TO-
Xe Bpems 06paTWIM BHMMaHWe Ha HefoCTaTouHYl0 pa3paboTKy WM OTAENbHLIX ee CTOPOH.

Pefakuua cuutaeT, 4TO NPOBEAEHHOE B >XypHane obCyxpaeHwe ctatby B. A. Tlorosa
HameTU10 HanpaBfieHNs JanbHEMWnX WCCMefoBaHWiA, KOTOpble MpeACcTaBAAKTCA [AOCTaTOYHO
MEePCneKTVBHLIMA 1 MOTYT MPUHECTU WHTEPeCHble pe3ynbTarbl. OHO HECOMHEHHO CTVUMyNMpyeT
JanbHelillee yrnybneHHOe W3ydeHWe 3TOW BecbMa BaXKHOW NPo6nembl v NOTOMY 3aC/yXUBaeT-
MOMOXMNTENbHOW OLEHKU.

EDITORIAL COMMENT

The discussion around V. A. Popov’s paper «Sex-and-Age Stratification and Age
Classes in Ancient Akan Society (Introducing the Problem)» has revealed a practically
complete unanimity in appreciating the importance of studying the forms of sex-and-age
stratification in pre-capitalist societies. The participants in the discussion only differed in.
the specific aspects within the range of relevant problems on which each of them con-

centrated.

37 Eisensiadt S. N. From Generation to Generation. Glencoe, 1956, p. 152.
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In reviewing the opinions that have found expression in the discussion we may mark
out several such aspects as most urgently requiring study. The first among them is the
question whether a system of age classes has been a universal stage in the historical
evolution of forms of sex-and-age stratification; the importance of this problem was stres-
sed by N. M. Girenko. The second is the possibility of a connexion between sex-and-age-
stratification and numerical symbolism among various peoples; this was noted by
N. A Butinov. The third is age symbolism; this was touched upon by I. S. Kohn.

And lastly, it has been made clear that the range of sources upon which the analy-
sis of particular forms of sex-and-age organization is based should be broadened and the

limitations set upon the scholar by the character of his sources must be very carefully
evaluated (D. A Olderogge).

The authors who took part in the discussion, while showing, on the whole, their ap-
preciation of V. A Popov’s initiative, at the same time drew attention to his having in-
sufficiently elaborated certain aspects of the problem.

The editors consider that the discussion on V. A. Popov's paper held in our journal
has mapped out certain paths of further studies which appear to offer sufficient prospects
and may in future lead to interesting results. The discussion is bound to stimulate fur-
ther intensive study of this exceedingly important problem and in this lies its positive
value.



