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' ... of all concepts there is none more slippery and elusive

than language.' 1.
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' No book can honestly pretend to deal with the
subject in a way that will both be accepted in all respects by

every recognised scholar in the field and remain unaltered
for all time." 2.
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' Language is a purely human and non-instinctive method
of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of

voluntarily produced symbols." 3.
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'A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by

means of which a social group co-operates.' 4.
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Language is the Iinstitution whereby humans

communicate and interact with each other by means of

habitually oral-auditory arbitrary symbols.' 5.
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' Languages are symbol-systems...almost wholly based

on pure arbitrary convention.' 6.
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" What is language's main function? The answer is
clear, and generally agreed: language is the most highly

developed form of human communication...' 7..
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' We know of no people that is not most possessed of a
fully developed language. The lowliest South African
bushman speaks in the forms of a rich symbolic system
that is in essence perfectly comparable to the speech of a

cultivated Frenchman.' 8.
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' The only universal medium of communication among all

normal human beings is ...speech.' 9.
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Linguistics tries to answer the basic questions ‘What is
Language?” And “How does language work?”” 1.

AN dl:5 6’(5 :fL;uLJ)J/JM[CSIJQLJuU
s Fe Yl Sede ol (erleriT)

B0 i Lingua syl [5‘?1) 2Linguistics JE S Fi

2 J’li_;;l,/"u’!ﬂfﬁ Linguistics,._?/-,Jg Linguist;ul,jdz/ﬁ

ixsbs 3 6F IAS 1§ LT TLE Gy B S et o T
L B Ut QA e U b ud s e

Linguist. 1588. Lingua (language)+ist. 1. One skilled in other

tongues besides his own; 2. A student of language, a

phililogist, 1817; 3. An interpreter - 1882; 4. One who knows
how to talk; a master of language - 1691.

Linguistic, 1837. The science of language, philology; (plural)
Linguistics, 1855.

(The Shorter Oxford Dictionary on Historical Principles,
0.U.P, London, 1984.)
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Philology. 1614.(Greek) filologia, devotion to dialectic,

the love of learning and literature, love of language; f. Gr.
filologos, fond of talking, learning; studious of words.

(The Shorter Oxford Dictionary...as above.)
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Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a
wonderful structure; more wonderful than the Greek, more
copious than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than
either, yet bearing to both of them a stronger affinity, both
in the roots of verbs and in the forms of grammar, than
could possibly have been produced by accident; so strong,
indeed, that no philologer could examine them all three,
without believing them to have sprung from some common
source, which , perhaps, no longer exists.3
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Concerning the Conjugation System of Sanskrit

Language in Comparison with those of Greek, Latin,
Persian and German Languages.

(W% x4 &}gﬁjaah_?azfl)z dn&w-—:f’/h_?r?lﬁ

Comparative Grammar of Sanskrit, Zend, Greek, Latin,

Lithuanian, Gothic and German.
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...the differences were and are largely matters of
attitude, emphasis and purpose.The philologist is
concerned primarily with the historical development of
languages as it is manifest in the written texts and in the
context of associated literature and culture. The linguist,
though he may be interested in the written texts and in the
development of languages through time, tends to give
priority to spoken languages and the problems of analyzing

them as they operate at a given point of time. 5
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"Although  diachronic  linguistics came  first

chronologically, synchronic linguistics has certain logical
priority....." (1)
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"....There is no doubt that De Sassure's pioneer

thinking on the theoretical issues had a fundamental and

lasting effect on language study....." 2.
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Linguistics' subject matter..... is unique: at one
extreme it overlaps with such 'hard' sciences as Physics
and Anatomy, at the other, it involves such traditional

'Arts' subjects as Philosophy and Literary Criticism. 3.
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"What sets man apart from the rest of the animal kingdom
is his ability to speak; he is an speaking animal-homo
loquens. But it is grammar that makes language so
essentially a human characteristic. For though other
creatures can make meaningful sounds, the link between
sound and meaning is for them of a far more primitive kind
than it is for man, and the link for man is grammar. Man is

not merely homo loquens; he is homo-grammaticus." 4
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" A grammar... is an account of the language's possible
sentence structures, organized according to certain
general principles." 5
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" A grammar... is a set of rules which have two main
tasks. They separate grammatical from ungrammatical
sentences, thus making explicit claims about what is 'in

the language' and what is not." 6
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Phonetics is in general (that is, concerned with
speech, sounds as such without reference to their function
in a particular language), descriptive and classificatory....

(R.H.Robins, General Linguistics, C.U.P, 1975 p.120)
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"... the lines" (between phonetics and phonology)
"aren't really that sharp...." (Phonology, Roger Lass,
1984, p.I)1.
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"It is probably impossible to write a text book on a

contentious and evolving subject like phonology."
(Phonology, Roger Lass, 1984, p.xiii)2.
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".....phonology is concerned with the function,

behaviour and organisation of sounds as linguistic

items...." (Phonology, Roger Lass, 1984,p.1)3.
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"The phonemes of a language are not sounds but
merely features of sounds..... (L.Bloom field, Language,
1973, p.76)4.

“__o-f*f.,_,l:f &UIJJ:E-;;T;JI; (en)E e d Lk
e Rilg i F

..... phoneme is a minimal and distinctive sound
feature." (David Crystal, Encyclopedia of Language,
1992, p.180) 5.
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"Phoneme is a sound segment or feature of a
sound in an utterance...." (R.H.Robins, General
Linguistics, 1975, p.122) 6.
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"Despite the impression that is given in many
textbooks of the period, there is little doubt that the
classical American phonemics fails, with many languages,
to field a unique and universally acceptable analysis of
their phonology." (J.Lyons, Language and Linguistics,
C.U.P, 1981, p85) 7.
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"....at the present moment in Linguistics...."
(there is a move) "to do away with the notion of the

phoneme altogether." (D.Crystal, LInguistics, 1974,
p.158) 8.
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"At present no general agreement has been
reached about the formal properties of phonological
theory." (D.Crystal, Linguistics, 1974, p.182) 9.
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Distribution, opposition, realisation, assimilation
and dissimilation, dependency, relational concept,
boundary-demotion.
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Semantics is the study of linguistic meaning, and

.

is arguably the area of linguistics which is closest to the
philosophy of Language. The main difference between
the Linguist's and philosopher's way of dealing with the
question of meaning is that the linguist tends to
concentrate on the way in which meaning operates in
language, while the philosopher is more interested in

the nature of meaning itself.1
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Unfortunately, there is so little general agreement,
especially in Semantics, about the aims and the precise
nature of the subject....2.
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1. ideas, customs, and art of a particular society.
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;aKJ,j,j;(Charles Morris)&yuﬂg (Charles Peirs)
=:1; 3B (Pragmatist) (/£ ¢ ue Ji »1_(Rudolf Carnap)
(Theory) £t « (Semiotics) 1/ s 37wl bt e Uk
%5 oty s s Semiotics s .ﬁ L 32U A2 s Jﬁ_J JE
J/‘Jb// Sem|0|09y,,¢ leuLJurr» s 7 it :J/L sz
cela b f e S 3T I DNy -y

=Sl 8% 7ok S€Miology | Semiotics

SUols 1B e 5ol s/ eaile G1UE

S VRPN (V1815 PR DSV - AL NS N PP
32db UtV esss ATocBle 7o U oS ul iU Uk
el 32 Jo ok Syl QUL g G ou 45
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_._fiu"“b(aa P .fu{)[:wu
ce e A OIS 5 oL iz QB G pecl QL5 U
‘=z JY (John Lyons) =yl
There has been much discussion, within Semiotics, of
the difference between Signs, symbols and signals, and of

the scope of the term communication." (J.Lyons, Language
and Linguistics, C.U.P,1981, p.17)
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(U.Eco, Semiotics and the Philosophy of Language,

London, 1984, pp.4-7)
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( Discourse Analysis ) (§ g‘ y{
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3 sl 5 1952 (Term) gk . (5 LS i Y
“_Sted1;7; Languages (Zelig Harris)uﬁ:ﬁ;;guv L
WLL Jﬁuﬁ(_)iguﬁljgg;’g,g:wi_;,iﬂﬁ;(Journal)
u[il;‘u[.ig.{cfé_al,éuil,gﬁul,;&Tlfggﬂd,«?(Method)
v e sl S8 e R b s e
(David Crystal) /3y 3 sl s Lo - eipis for 1 A bl
e

The traditional concern of linguistic analysis has
been the construction of sentences, but in recent
years there has been an increasing interest in
analysing the way sentences work in sequence to

produce coherent stretches of language.

(The CambridgeEncyclopedia of
Language,C.U.P,1992,p.116)
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_&L;CW@u@f'ﬁ&wﬁd%“‘;}@fbjﬁ
‘= 2% StyleL _1s(David Crystal) /33
Style is any situationally distinctive use
of language-a characteristic of groups as
well as individuals. (David Crystal,

The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language,
C.U.P,1992 P.66)
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(David Crystal, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Language, 1992, P.285)
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